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Dear Neighbour
I am very pleased to present the Spring 2017 edition of the W5 -Thornhill UPDATE — the newsletter for the residents of Ward 
5 – Thornhill. This newsletter is just one part of my commitment to communicate with the residents of my Ward. I want to help 
inform you of the issues, events, celebrations, and processes that take place in your City. As always, I look forward to hearing 
from you about the issues that are important to you. 
As I write below about transit in our community, along with any major infrastructure development comes disruption and 
inconvenience. We are starting to see that already on Bathurst and Centre Streets. I will do my best to keep you informed 
through the electronic version of the W5 Update of what will be taking place as the work intensifies. As well, I would urge you 
to use the VivaNext site at www.vivanext.com for their updates. 
Finally, I want you to know that I am working closely with local ratepayer groups to do everything possible to restrain development 
projects that do not fully respect our community. I will do everything possible, as your Councillor, to work with my Council 
colleagues and the proponents of projects to ensure that only the highest quality projects are considered and approved.
If you want to be kept informed of what is taking place in your community, sign up for the electronic version of the W5 Update 
at ward5.vaughan.ca.

           Alan Shefman
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Cycling and 
Pedestrian Task 
Force
Early last year, I was approached by cycling 

advocates concerned about the limited 
progress our City was making on the development 
of cycling and pedestrian infrastructure in Vaughan. 
As a result, I brought forth a recommendation to 
Council to establish the Cycling and Pedestrian 
Task Force. 
Over the past year, this group of advocates, drawn 
from across the City, have worked tirelessly to 
provide guidance to the City as it moves ahead on 
this important health and recreation initiative. 
In early April, the report of the Task Force 
was presented to Council. In the report, 18 
recommendations in two areas, Infrastructure and 
Management Strategies, were made. The primary 
recommendation was to implement the recently 
developed concept for a Vaughan Super Trail; a 
strategy to connect the various existing trails and 
pathways to create a continuous, accessible route 
around the entire city.
Council has also approved the development of a 
new cycling strategy for the City. 
Details of the Task Force Report are available at: 
https://tinyurl.com/n8mwllg

The Garnet A. 
Williams Community 
Centre Revitalization 
Program is Continuing
Over a year ago, I began working with our staff to plan 

the renewal of the Garnet A. Williams Community 
Centre on Clark Avenue. This key community building was 
officially opened in 1984. It has served the community well, 
but is starting to show its age in many ways. Furthermore 
the building lacks significant sustainability attributes. As 
well, the core infrastructure – pipes, heating and cooling, 
etc. is need of replacement. 
Last year, staff conducted extensive consultations with 
users of the facility – literally dozens of residents have 
provided guidance on what they would like to see in the 
revived building. The latest consultation took place in 
December, when people attending my annual Free Family 
Skate and the City’s Menorah lighting at Garnet A. Williams, 
had the opportunity to add their voices. 

Our consultants are now conducting a technical analysis, 
which they will combine with the input we have compiled, 
to come up with a plan and a schedule. Construction will 
begin after budget approval in 2018.

Subscribe to W5 Update at: ward5.vaughan.ca
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Bright Lights for Vaughan
At a recent Finance, Administration and Audit Committee meeting, the next 

step of the LED streetlight project was presented.
This project was initiated in 2014 because of the concerns being raised by 
residents of the deteriorating condition of their residential street lighting, 
combined with the rapid development of LED technology.
What was proposed at the meeting was a private funding, design, build, finance, 
operate and maintain contract for an 18-year period. Furthermore, the proposal 
extended the original project relating to the 28,000 street lights to include the 
2,500 parks and sports facilities lights, upgrading the infrastructure of the older 
areas of the city and the pole replacement program. 
Staff has calculated that the private funding approach will save approximately 
40% versus a more traditional financing approach over the term of the contract. 
Finally, the cost of the project will be paid for through savings on electricity, 
maintenance and lifecycle repairs.
The plan is to begin implementation before the end of 2017.
I have championed the upgrading of street lights in the city for many years. My 
concern is as a result of the deteriorating condition of these lights in several 
Ward 5 neighbourhoods. While I appreciate the complexity of managing such a 
critical infrastructure project, I have been frustrated by the length of time it has 
taken to get the project in place. I look forward to this upgrading of our lighting 
infrastructure. 

Celebrate our Country’s 150th 
Birthday – Vaughan is Ready
If you have been watching the news, 

you will have already seen a variety of 
announcements of celebrations, programs 
and events to recognize Canada150. We 
have been hard at work for months in Vaughan 
to take part in this national celebration, 
beginning with a Task Force that I initiated to 
lead the development of our program – lots 
of information is available at Vaughan.ca/
Canada150. 
As a start, all of Vaughan’s annual events – 
Winterfest, Concerts in the Park, Canada Day 
(of course!!) – will have a Canada150 theme. 
We are also inviting community groups and institutions of every variety to 
consider putting on special programs relating to the 150th or, following the City’s 
lead, establish a 150th theme to their ongoing programs. 

Grants Available
In honour of Canada’s 150th birthday, the City of Vaughan is making a total 

of $10,000 available to eligible not-for-profit organizations and community 
groups to host their own celebratory event or initiative. Grants are being awarded 
in amounts of up to $500. Applications are being accepted until May 30 and are 
available online at: vaughan.ca/Canada150. The grant money is donated by 
the Spirit of Generosity, Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua’s charitable fund.City of Vaughan Winterfest 2017 with Doodoo The Clown

Family Day dinner with members of the Beth Avraham Yosef of Toronto  
at our local fire hall
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Transit Update
1. Rapidway
As always, the development of rapid transit in Vaughan and throughout our region is an issue of great 
concern to many residents of Ward 5. 
As can be seen when driving on Bathurst and Centre Streets, the work on the Viva Bus Rapidway is in 
its preparation stages. The major work carried out so far has involved the replacement of major water 
pipes prior to the actual Rapidway construction. Currently, utility poles are being moved. The road 
widening work will begin shortly – the installation of the Rapidway will include maintaining the same 
number of lanes on our streets as currently exist. The plan is for the Rapidway to be completed toward 
the end of 2019. 

2. Vaughan Metropolitan Centre Subway
The subway extension from Downsview to the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre is on schedule to be 
opened at the end of this year. This subway will allow people in our area to have an alternative route to 
head to downtown Toronto. 

3. Yonge 
Street Subway 
Extension to 
Richmond Hill
Last summer, the 
Province announced 
$55 million in funding 
to allow this project 
to move forward to 
preliminary design 
and engineering. Even 
though these funds are 
very welcome, they 
are only a very small 
percentage of the funds 
needed to actually 
build the most needed 
subway project in the 
GTA. I am committed 
to working tirelessly 
to keep this project in 
the forefront of transit 
planning for the GTA, 
even in the face of stiff 
opposition from Toronto. 
If you have the opportunity, I would urge you to email the Premier and Minister of Transportation’s 
Offices urging them to support this project.
Premier Kathleen Wynne – premier@ontario.ca
M.P.P. Honourable Steven Del Duca – sdelduca.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

Aboriginal Day – 
June 21
For the first time in 2016, as a result of a recom-

mendation that I brought to Council, the City of 
Vaughan celebrated Aboriginal Day. This year, in 
conjunction with the Vaughan Public Library and the 
McMichael Gallery in Kleinberg, a variety of programs 
will be held. For further information, please check our 
website at: vaughan.ca
I introduced a further recommendation recently 
to properly and respectfully recognize our use of 
traditional territories and treaty lands of the indigenous 
people on a regular basis – at the beginning of all 
Council meetings and city events. The exact wording 
for this acknowledgement will be developed after 
consultation with local Indigenous groups. 

Development 
Update
There are a variety of development projects in 

various stages of planning and development in 
our community. The following is a short update on 
each of them:

Clark Avenue, empty lot west of the 
Fire Hall 

• Townhouse development by Wycliffe. Planning 
application is nearing completion. If approved, 
construction could begin late this year.

Where I stand: I believe that this is a reasonable 
development that will provide additional quality 
housing in our community.

Promenade Village Shoppes
• Proposal by Torgan Developments to build 7, 

27 storey condominiums, as well as retail and 
parking at the location of the current plaza at the 
southwest corner of Bathurst and Centre Streets.

• A public meeting by the proponent was held earlier 
this year.

• Local ratepayer groups have begun working 
together, following the model of the SpringFarm 
Ratepayers, to respond to the proposal.

Where I stand: I am totally opposed to the current 
scope and scale of this project. I believe it is too dense 
and too high for this location. 

Springfarm Marketplace 
Development

• Over a year ago, the community was presented 
with a development proposal by the owners of 
the property, RioCan. The proposal included an 
18 (initially 20) storey residential building, an 
underground parking lot and new commercial 
component at the base of the new building. 

• The reaction by the community was swift and 
almost unanimous – this proposal was not 
acceptable. 

• Thanks to the excellent work of the Springfarm 
Ratepayers Association, which has been relentless 
in its efforts to convince the proponent that their 
original proposal needed to be significantly altered 
before it would be acceptable. RioCan has now put 
forward a significantly different proposal, including 
a 12-storey tiered building. Discussion continues 
between the developer and the ratepayers.

Where I stand: I am highly supportive of the current 
process taking place to come up with a proposal that 
meets the needs of the local community, including 
a significantly lower profile than originally proposed 
and a design that compliments the area. Retaining 
the plaza’s unique role in the community is of great 
importance.

Promenade Mall
• At this time, the sale of the mall is imminent. 

There is no development proposal currently. 
Where I stand: I am a strong supporter of the City’s 
plan to develop a comprehensive secondary plan 
for the Promenade area. With this plan, we will be 
able to gather input from the community and define 
in detail what scale and type of development might 
be considered within the context of the City’s Official 
Plan. 

Vaughan Planning Process 
brochure

• Confused about how development planning 
works in Vaughan?

Development planning is one of the most complex 
tasks that municipalities undertake. It is also one of 
the most controversial. The steps involved are often 
confusing for residents to understand. 
To help people figure out the process, I prepared a 
brochure detailing each of the stages. To view online 
go to: GuidetoPlanninginVaughan.com or use 
this URL https://tinyurl.com/m9oxsn5 to view the 
brochure. We would also be happy to provide you with 
a printed copy.

The 2017 Budget
On December 13, 2016 City Council approved the 

budget for the upcoming year. Our fundamental 
budgeting principle is to keep tax increases as low as 
possible while maintaining the (very high) services and 
the quality of our infrastructure. This budget reflects a 
well-defined, citizen focussed business plan for the City. 
We continue to find savings — $3.3 million this year — 
in providing services. Our total budget of $391 million 
includes $114 million for investment and renewal of 
infrastructure. We also have kept tax increases over 
this term at a rate of less than 3% per year. 
City Council approved a 2.9 per cent property tax hike 
to support its $391-million budget for 2017. 
The tax increase goes, in part, to pay for 41 new 
full-time employees, including six firefighters, an 
intergovernmental relations specialist and a manager 
of community engagement. 
A small portion also goes toward the city’s $114 
million capital spending plan, which includes about 
$16.5 million to convert streetlights city-wide to LED 
technology, $5.9 million to improve transit, pedestrian 
and cycling infrastructure plus $2.5 million for tree 
replacement. 
The city’s portion of the total property tax bill (around 
27%) is $1,428 for the average homeowner with a 
house valued at $667,000. 
On top of that is the $56 Vaughan hospital levy, plus 
taxes paid to the Region of York, projected to rise by 
$72 for the average Vaughan homeowner, as well as 
the portion paid to the province for education. 
Amongst the capital projects planned for 2017 for 
Ward 5 are the following:

• Glen Shields bridge replacement
• Conley Park Park-Tennis Court Reconstruction
• Uplands Hiking Trails
• Rosedale North Park - Tennis Court 

Reconstruction
• Bob O’Link Parkette - Walkway
• King High Park - Pathway
• Oak Bank Pond - Boardwalk Reconstruction
• Bathurst Estates Park-Tennis Court 

Reconstruction
• West Don River - Pedestrian Bridge 

Replacement
• King High Park - Pedestrian Bridge replacement
• Rosedale North Park - Playground Replacement 

and Safety Surfacing
• Chateau Ridge Park - Playground Development
• Thornhill Green Park - upgrades and expansion 
• Garnet A. Williams rehabilitation project

So how are we 
doing? Vaughan’s 
Economic Boom
Vaughan continues to outpace Ontario and Canada 

in economic growth. In the last year alone, the City 
issued $1.148 billion in building construction permits, 
equaling over $3 million invested in the city every day. 
In addition, recent statistics from York Region reveal 
that employment in Vaughan increased from 2015 by 
more than 3.6 per cent or 7,262 additional jobs. 
Overall, the number of businesses grew to 11,370 with 
small business continuing to be a significant economic 
driver, making up 80 per cent of all the companies in 
this city.

Road Work 2017
Vaughan maintains an inventory and an audit of all roads in the City. On a regular basis, professional staff perform assessments of these roads in order 

to ensure that we conduct rehabilitations of this key part of our municipal infrastructure at the optimum time. This year, work will be done on most of the 
Rosedale Heights network of streets. Dates for the work have not been determined yet. 

20 
Minute 
Cleanup
Councillor Alan 

Shefman at 
Westminster Public 
School with the 
enthusiastic students 
participating in a 
cleanup of their 
school yard, one of 
many groups across 
the City pitching 
in beautifying their 
community. Free Mulch 

Replace your damaged green or blue bin and dispose of your unwanted 
electronics on Greening Vaughan Environmental Days
April 30 between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. (rain or shine) at Garnet A. Williams Community Centre. Exchange your 
damaged City-issued blue box or green bin. As always, there is the free mulch giveaway – just bring your 
reusable containers. There is a three-bag limit.

Making Contact with 
the City of Vaughan
General Information .............905-832-2281

By-law Enforcement ............905-832-8505

Environmental Services  

    (Garbage/Recycling)........905-832-8562

Parks ...................................905-832-8577

Property Standards..............905-832-8505

Recreation ...........................905-832-8500

Roads ..................................905-832-8562

Snow Removal ....................905-832-8562

Councillor Alan Shefman ..905-832-8585 
 x8349
Debi Traub  .........................905-832-8585
(Council Executive Assistant) x8685

Subscribe to W5 Update at: ward5.vaughan.ca

Councillor Alan 
Shefman
Ward 5-Thornhill

Summer 
in the 
Park 
Event
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 2, 2017 6:00 p.m.

YORK HILL DISTRICT PARK
501 CLARK AVENUE WEST

(BEHIND GARNET A. WILLIAMS COMMUNITY CENTRE)

Sign Up For Councillor Shefman’s W5update enewsletter @ Ward5.Vaughan.ca

Corn On The Cob, Watermelon,
Ice Cream, Nut Free Cookies
Displays by Vaughan Fire and
Rescue Service and YR Police

Followed by The City’s Concerts in 
the Park featuring Soular 

@ 7:30 p.m..
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