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Dear Neighbour
I am very pleased to present the Summer 2016 edition of W5 -Thornhill UPDATE — the newsletter for the 
residents of Ward 5 – Thornhill. This newsletter is just one part of my commitment to communicate with the 
residents of my Ward. I want to help inform you of the issues, events, celebrations, and processes that take 
place in your City. As always, I look forward to hearing from you about the issues that are important to you. 
As I write below about transit in our community, along with any major infrastructure development comes 
disruption and inconvenience. We are starting to see that already on Bathurst Street. I will do my best to 
keep you informed through the electronic version of the W5 Update of what will be taking place as the work 
intensifies. As well, I would urge you to use the VivaNext site at www.vivanext.com for their updates.
If you want to be kept informed of what is taking place in your community, sign up for the electronic version of 
the W5 Update at ward5.vaughan.ca.

         Alan Shefman

Councillor Alan Shefman’s
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• Tree Replacement Program
• Yorkhill District Park Playground
• Volunteer Recognition Award Winners
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• Fort McMurray Fire Support
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• Canada`s 150th Anniversary
• Vaughan Supports its Community
• Rapid Transit Coming to Thornhill
• City Taking Action on Wildlife Services
• Developments in Ward 5 –  

My Responsibility and Position
• Ward 5 Environment Day – June 26 
• Cycling and Pedestrian Task Force

An Historic Meeting in Support 
of the Yonge North Subway 
Extension

On April 26, the Mayors and chief administrative 
officers of Vaughan, Markham and Richmond 

Hill met at Thoreau MacDonald House to discuss 
developing a cooperative strategy going forward 
to secure the funding required to move to the next 
step of the development of the Yonge Street Subway 
to Richmond Hill. The meeting was initiated by the 
members of the Yonge North Group, Councillors 
Godwin Chan (Richmond Hill), Valerie Burke 
(Markham) and me. 
With the announcement of the requested funding on 
June 2, our cooperative efforts will continue to ensure 
that the proposal moves forward. 
As dates for these proposed developments are 
scheduled for Public Hearing, I would urge members 
of the community to attend the meeting and present 
your point of view – you will have the opportunity to 
speak at the meeting for five minutes.

Mayors, CAO’s and Councillors meeting for Yonge Street Subway

Ward 5 Environment Day - 
June 26 
I know that it is difficult, but it’s time to give up on your cache of old 

floppy disk computers, reel to reel tape recorders, Sony walkman’s, 
record players and other antique electronics. As part of our annual 
community Greening Vaughan Environment Day all of these relics will 
be accepted as part of our recycling program. Included in the day’s 
activities will be:

• Mulch Giveaway - *3 Bag Limit*
• Iron Mountain - FREE secure document shredding service. 
• Free Exchange of Damaged City-Issued Blue Boxes and Green 

Bins or Purchase NEW Blue Boxes, Kitchen Containers, Green 
Bins and Composters

• Green Directions Vaughan - Learn more about the City of 
Vaughan’s sustainability initiatives, and ways you can be 
involved!

Garnet A. Williams Community Centre 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Proposed Developments  
in Ward 5 
I am not opposed to intensification. I firmly believe that we need to preserve our 

natural resources, including the green space that exists in our community. Without 
controls, there is no question that virtually every green space would be built upon. 
The Province has a number of planning policies that direct municipalities in this area, 
including Places to Grow and the Greenbelt Plan. As a result, in our Official Plan, 
we have defined a number of hubs for intensification: Thornhill City Centre, Vaughan 
Metropolitan Centre and Yonge Street are defined in this way. 
As much as I support intensification, I am even more adamant that development 
complies with our Official Plan, is in concert with the surrounding area and adds value 
to the existing community. While I am always open for discussion with proponents of 
developments, I also insist that any discussion be held within an open and respectful 
environment. 
There are currently four significant proposals in this Ward that are at various stages of 
the planning process.

1. Riocan Spring Farm Marketplace
• 20 storey residential building, commercial and townhouses
• Will be formally received by the City at Public Hearing on June 21 
• I cannot support this proposal, as it is currently formulated for the reasons 

identified above. Furthermore, it will have a major negative impact on a unique 
community commercial and service centre, including causing problems entering 
and exiting. So far, almost universally, the community, including the local 
ratepayers association, is opposed to this project.

2. Promenade Shops 
• 7 - 27 storey towers, as well as commercial facilities at ground level
• No date set for submission to the City’s planning process 
• An informal public meeting, organized by the applicant will be held in the early fall
• This proposal is extraordinary in its excessiveness – it does not comply with our 

Official Plan. In my discussions with the proponents, I am urging them to make 
substantial changes to their current plan.

3. 8188 Yonge Street at Uplands Avenue
• 12 plus stories residential with townhouses and commercial at ground level
• No date set for submission to the City’s planning process 
• Like the other developments, this one presents a plan that is not consistent with 

either the Official Plan nor the Secondary Plan for Yonge Street.
• At a community meeting, the residents of the area asked the applicant to 

consider a smaller building with a variety of larger, high quality suites. 

4. Dufferin and Centre Street townhouse development
• Located on the east side of Dufferin, directly to the north of the small plaza on the 

northeast corner of the intersection
• 56 town homes are planned for the development
• Scheduled for Public Hearing on June 21
• Residents are very concerned about the impact of this development, including 

the potential for increased infiltration of traffic into the adjacent neighbourhood. 
As well, City planning is also concerned about the impact of this proposal on the 
future development of such an important intersection. A secondary plan study is 
being initiated to consider the entire area around Dufferin and Centre Streets.

Councillor Shefman celebrating the City of Vaughan’s 25th 
Anniversary 

Cycling and Pedestrian Task Force
Earlier this year, I was approached by the Vaughan Bicycle Users Group (BUG) to work with them to create a better awareness of cycling in Vaughan, as well as 

to escalate the opportunity for cyclists to have a voice in planning of this type of infrastructure. Out of our meeting, I submitted a recommendation to Council (that 
was approved) to establish a Cycling and Pedestrian Task Force. Mark Inglis, a resident, and I co-chair the Task Force. We are currently working towards a tight 
deadline to complete our work and provide Council with recommendations by the end of this year. 
If you have something that you would like to add to the Task Force deliberations, please write to me and I will share your input with the members. Meetings are open 
to the public.

IN THIS ISSUE:

On June 2, the Honourable Steven 
Del Duca, Minister of Transportation, 
announced that the Yonge North 
Subway extension would move to 
the next stage of its development 
with a grant of $55 million to support 
design and engineering. This is the 
first new funding for this project in 
years and indicates the priority of 
this infrastructure in developing 
transit across the GTHA.
The Three local Councillors, Valerie 
Burke, Markham, Godwin Chan, 
Richmond Hill and I who have 
worked together as the Yonge North 
Group to support this project, all 
attended the announcement made 
at the Richmond Hill bus terminal – 
the location of the future terminus of 
the extension.
This is a great time for all residents 
of York Region as the project moves 
forward. At the same time, we need 
to be persistent in advocating for 
continuing on to further stages. 
This is especially a challenge in the 
face of resistance from the City of 
Toronto and the TTC. 

Funding for next stage of Yonge Street North subway extension

Transportation Minister Steven Del Duca with the Yonge North Group: Godwin Chan, Richmond Hill; Valerie Burke, 
Markham; and Alan Shefman, Vaughan — at the June 2nd funding announcement for the Yonge Street Subway 
expansion

Subscribe to W5 Update at: ward5.vaughan.ca
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Councillor Alan Shefman’s Get Ready to Celebrate – 
Canada`s 150th Anniversary
Based on a recommendation that I brought to City Council, a Task Force of 

residents has been established to help plan the City of Vaughan`s events in 
celebration of our country`s 150th anniversary. 
At this time, we are applying for funding from the Federal Government, and are 

considering how we can best recognize this very happy moment in our history. 
Is your company or organization planning a 150 event in Vaughan? - let us know. 
Do you have any ideas about how you would like to see the City recognize Canada 150?  Please let me know 
and I will gladly take those ideas to the Task Force for their consideration.

Councillor Alan Shefman
Ward 5-Thornhill

Summer in
the Park Event
WEDNESDAY JUNE 29, 2016

6:00 p.m.
YORK HILL DISTRICT PARK
501 CLARK AVENUE WEST
(BEHIND GARNET A. WILLIAMS COMMUNITY CENTRE)

Sign Up For Councillor Shefman’s W5update enewsletter @ Ward5.Vaughan.ca

Rapid Transit 
Coming to Thornhill
Over the years, there has been lots of talk, both 

pro and con, of the Rapidway travelling through 
Thornhill – south from Highway 7 and Bathurst and 
then west along Centre Street to reconnect with 
Highway 7. I have always been clear about my position 
on building new transit infrastructure: while it will be 
hugely disruptive during construction, in the future it 
will be a huge plus for people living in our community.
I do want to remind readers that this project was 
approved by YORK Region and Metrolinx prior 
to my election to office as a Vaughan Councillor. 
Furthermore, while a supporter, I have never had 
either the opportunity or responsibility to vote on this 
project. Finally, there have been suggestions that the 
funds from this project could be transferred to the 
Yonge Subway extension project. Anyone who makes 
such a suggestion is either profoundly naïve, does 
not understand anything about infrastructure funding 
or is just dishonest. As you can see as you drive on 
Bathurst Street, the work has already begun.
Currently, you will see various trucks and crews 
doing their pre-construction activities. You may have 
also noticed the tree protection fencing that has 
been erected on Bathurst. As well, trees that would 
be impacted by construction are being removed – 
fortunately, many of them have been relocated to 
local parks and the ones that can’t be relocated will be 
replaced by many hundreds of new trees.
The first step in construction that we will see shortly 
will be the moving and replacement of watermains on 
Bathurst Street – that work is already visible with the 
removal of the medians on the street.
To keep current with Viva’s construction plans and 
schedule go to http://www.vivanext.com/hwy-7-west-
phase2/. This site will provide you with the latest 
information. 

Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) Reform
We are at a point in Ontario where, what used to 

be local planning, is now “planning through the 
Ontario Municipal Board.”
The OMB is an appeal body, composed of provincially 
appointed lawyers and planners, who hear appeals 
of local planning decisions. In my opinion, it is an 
albatross around the necks of municipalities across 
the province. No local planning decision can be made 
without consideration of how it will look before the 
OMB. 
Let’s be clear about what that means. We make all of 
our decisions based on the analysis of our professional 
planning staff and the input of interested parties, 
especially residents. These decisions are made within 
the context of the Planning Act and all of the Provincial 
Government Policies. We spend millions of dollars 
and take years to develop an Official Plan for our 
municipality. We consult non-stop with all interested 
parties. Nevertheless, our final planning decisions 
are profoundly influenced because we are forced to 
predict how the OMB will respond. 
On May 21, I was a member of the planning group 
that sponsored a “Municipal Summit” on reforming the 
OMB. Over 100 municipal councillors (including 5 from 
Vaughan) from across the province attended the full 
day program. Out of the event, we will provide a strong 
voice for the municipalities of Ontario to convince the 
Provincial Government to make significant changes to 
the OMB that will restore the power of local planning. 

Tree Replacement 
Program
The City’s tree replacement 
program is moving ahead for 2016.

Two years ago, in the face of the devastation to 
our boulevard trees due to the ice storm and the 

emerald ash borer, we established a strategy that 
would allow us to replace as many of the 21,000 trees 
we had lost as quickly as possible. The implication 
of this change in strategy was that individual tree 
replacement requests were put on hold, until we could 
put a significant dent in our losses. And, of course, 
even as we replace trees we are still losing somewhere 
between 5% - 10% of our trees from the ash borer and 
other natural causes. 
Our street by street based tree replacement program 
has been very successful to date. Because of the 
significant savings we have achieved through our 
more efficient program, we have been able to plant 
many more trees than we expected. Based on our 
latest tender, we are projecting that we will replace 
approximately 7770 trees and remove around 6300 
dead trees in 2016. This means that we will have 
replaced approximately 59% of the dead boulevard 
trees by the end of this year. 
The street by street strategy prioritizes streets based 
on tree loss severity of groups of streets, geographic 
distribution by street length and tree loss severity of 
individual streets. 
Part of the program allows residents who do not want 
to wait for their street to be designated to plant their 
own tree on City boulevards, at their own expense.
Detailed information on the tree replacement strategy 
including a listing of streets on this year’s program is 
available at: http://bit.ly/1PnAOQN.

Clarke Avenue Bike 
Route
There is a new, safer way to bike 
your way along Clarke Avenue. 

As most people who drive on Clarke Avenue will 
know, it is a busy and pretty scary street to ride 

your bike on. With that in mind, I have been working 
with staff for the last couple of years to develop an 
economical and safer off road bike route along the 
street. With funding from the Federal Gas Tax monies 
that the City receives, residents can now travel on their 
bikes to shopping, schools, parks and other facilities 
on the street. 
The new bicycle route is along the splash pad - the 
concrete strip adjacent to the curb of the street on the 
north side of Clarke. While this is not your standard 
bike path, what has been established through cleaning 
overgrowth and paving certain connecting areas, is 
an informal and much safer way to bike your way in 
the area. One of the primary drives to establish this 
route was to allow people to travel along Clarke to the 
formal (and quite great) bike paths that run through 
our parks to the west of Dufferin Street. Signage will 
be installed shortly and we will be holding an official 
opening later this summer. 
Enjoy biking in Thornhill. 

Councillor Shefman presenting Perry Brock his 
Ward 5 Civic Hero Award for 2015

Councillor 
Shefman 
at Leo 
Goodman’s 
101st birthday 
celebration 
and lifetime 
fitness centre 
membership 
presentation

Yorkhill District Park 
Playground
The updating of our local parks is one of my priorities. 

Work has been going on for the last couple of years 
at Glen Shields Park, one of our oldest. After years 
of planning, the new playground at Yorkhill Park is 
moving quickly to completion by the end of June. Due 
to the mild winter, our contractor was able to begin their 

work in February, 
allowing for this early 
completion date. 
An official opening 
ribbon cutting will be 
held sometime in the 
summer - look for the 
announcement in the 
electronic version of 
the W5 Update.

City Taking Action 
on Wildlife Services
The health and safety of everyone living in this 
community - including pets and wildlife - is a priority 
for the City of Vaughan. As this City continues its fast-
paced growth, there is a growing need to address 
concerns related to resident interactions with sick or 
injured wildlife.
On June 1, a plan for establishing a wildlife service 
was presented to Members of Council. The report will 
go to the June 28 Council meeting for consideration. 
If approved, the service will begin on Sept. 1, 2016.
The proposed in-house service includes:

• Offering 24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week 
response to calls 

• Hiring two part-time animal control officers
• Purchasing an additional animal control vehicle
• Establishing a wildlife intake and holding area in 

the current animal shelter

City of Vaughan 2015 Volunteer Recognition Award Winners
Miriam Amon  Chairperson - Kol Ami Chesed (Caring) Committee
Gail Choi Kwie Chew  First Chinese Senior Association of Vaughan
Dory Cohen   Reena
Franco Colatorti  Giuseppe Garibaldi Seniors Club
Joel Hertz  Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital Motorcycle Ride
Roslyn Lofsky  Act to End Violence Against Women
Roy Murad  Jewish Russian Community Centre East, Thornhill Branch
Yulia Perunovskaya Eamon Park Housing Co-operative
Miriam Raubvogel Bait Rayim Synagogue and School
Aaron Richman  Maccabi Canada
Morris Samuel  Thornhill African Caribbean Canadian Association
Devender Sandhu Vaughan Public Libraries
Kashmir Sangha Thornhill Senior Citizen Club
Jonathan Tebbi  Friendship Circle
Felice Weltman  D.A.N.I. (Developing and Nurturing Independence)  

Councillor Shefman with Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua presenting Volunteer 
Recognition Award to Joel Hertz

20 Minute Cleanup
Councillor Alan Shefman at Westminster Public 

School with the enthusiastic students participating 
in a cleanup of their school yard, one of many groups 
across the City pitching in beautifying their community. 

Vaughan Supports its Community
Some of the Ward 5 based groups who have received grants from the Mayor’s Gala and Golf Tournament 

fundraising events:

Fort McMurray 
Fire Support
We care about our fellow Canadians. On May 

17, Vaughan Council voted unanimously to 
donate $15,000 to the Red Cross Fort McMurray 
fund. We are hopeful that our support will help 
the thousands of residents displaced from that 
community rebuild their homes and community. 
The funds donated came from monies raised at 
the Mayor’s Gala and Golf Tournament. 

Councillor Shefman 20 Minute Makeover at 
Westminster Public School 

Corn On The Cob, Watermelon,
Ice Cream, Nut Free Cookies
Displays by Vaughan Fire and
Rescue Service and YR Police

Followed By The City’s  
Concerts In The Park, Featuring

“Johnny and the Cruizers” @ 7:30 pm.

• Act to End Violence Against Women
• Beth Chabad Israeli Community Centre
• D.A.N.I. Developing & Nurturing 

Independence
• Garnet A. Williams Seniors Club
• Jewish Russian Community Centre

• Opera York
• South Asian Seniors Club
• Thornhill Baseball Club
• Thornhill Toastmasters
• Thornhill Village Festival

Making Contact with 
the City of Vaughan
General Information .............905-832-2281
By-law Enforcement ............905-832-8505
Environmental Services  
    (Garbage/Recycling)........905-832-8562
Parks ...................................905-832-8577
Property Standards..............905-832-8505
Recreation ...........................905-832-8500
Roads ..................................905-832-8562
Snow Removal ....................905-832-8562
Councillor Alan Shefman ..905-832-8585 
 x8349
Debi Traub  .........................905-832-8585
(Council Executive Assistant) x8685
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