
Contact Councillor Alan Shefman’s office:

W5-Thornhill UPDATE
Spring 2014 Edition 

W5-Thornhill UPDATE
Spring 2013 Edition

Dear Neighbour
There is no doubt that one of the biggest challenges that I have as a Municipal Councillor is communicating 
with Ward 5 residents. With the very limited interest of the large, Toronto-centric media serving the GTA and 
the lack of a substantial local Vaughan media, it is a struggle to keep people informed. 
While it would be great to be able to distribute the hard copy version of the W5 Update on a more regular 
basis, the cost is prohibitive. In the end, as the 2000 subscribers already know, the key communication tool 
available is the electronic version of the W5 Update. The value of this communication tool was most evident 
in the days and weeks following the ice storm in December - see the article.
If you want to be kept informed of what is taking place in your community, sign up for the electronic version of 
the W5 Update at ward5.vaughan.ca.

         Alan Shefman

Councillor Alan Shefman’s
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The Never-Ending Story 
The Yonge Street Subway Extension and Rapid Transit in Vaughan

While the most important project for the people of Ward 5 – the Yonge Street subway extension to Richmond Hill – remains unfunded, there is significant transit 
development activity in the City.

Thanks to the hard work of VivaNext, the east/west bus Rapidway is proceeding on Highway 7. In fact, in September of 2013 the first stretch of the Rapidway in 
Markham was completed. Currently, construction is continuing to take place in Markham and preparation work has begun on the stretch of Highway 7 east of Jane 
Street to the railroad bridge west of Dufferin. This rapid transit route will connect residents living in Thornhill to the new subway line opening in the fall of 2016 at Jane 
and Highway 7. With the increasing pressure on the Yonge Street subway line, this developing transit grid provides a viable alternative to travel in the GTA. 
There is no doubt that as much as the Yonge Street subway extension is critical, we need to keep pushing forward to develop a comprehensive network of rapid 
transit throughout the GTA. This is the only solution to the grid lock that we are currently dealing with on a daily basis. 
As I have reported previously, I have been working closely with a small 
group of local politicians to promote the transit needs of our community. 
The group consists of myself, Councillor Godwin Chan of Richmond Hill, 
Councillor Valerie Burke from Markham, and Thornhill MP, The Honourable 
Peter Kent.
 In the last number of months we met with the senior staff of Metrolinx, the 
Transit Investment Strategy Advisory Panel (Ann Golden) appointed by the 
Provincial Government and representatives from one of Canada’s largest 
pension funds. Our agenda includes promoting the Yonge Street Subway 
extension, supporting the development of rapid transit in York Region and 
the GTA and finding a funding mechanism to support the many billions of 
dollars that will be needed now and in the future to build transit. 
I personally believe that we need to rationalize the administration of transit 
in the GTA as well. Only when we have the full implementation of the Presto 
transit card and a Greater Toronto Transit Authority (as opposed to the TTC 
and the other smaller transit authorities) will we begin to move toward the 
future that we need to ensure the economic viability of our region. 
Want to know more about VivaNext’s plans for transit in Thornhill?  
Go to: http://tinyurl.com/qxdrpgh

Supporting Community Institutions Through 
City Fundraising
On a yearly basis, two events take place for the primary reason of raising money for important community institutions. (See 

the article on the $1 million grant to Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital). Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua’s gala and golf tournament 
are generously supported by the Vaughan business community. Through a consultation process with Members of Council, the 
Mayor then appropriates the funds throughout the City. The following groups from Ward 5 - Thornhill were funded in 2013: 

Sports 
Volunteers are 
Important!
On October 25, 2013, the third annual 

City of Vaughan Sports Congress took 
place at City Hall. The idea of the Sports 
Congress came about in discussions I had 
with one of our local Ward 5 leagues during 
the last election. Some members of the 
executive were concerned about the lack of 
coordination of the various leagues around 
the City. As a result of not communicating 
with each other, a number of disputes had 
arisen. They asked if the City could facilitate 
an annual program to bring all of the leaders 
of the various leagues together for an evening 
of education and sharing. 
My idea was brought to Council and approved. 
Staff then ran with the idea, organizing the 
Congress as an opportunity for the very hard-
working volunteers who provide wonderful 
sports opportunities for the young people 
of Vaughan to provide feedback to the City, 
exchange ideas with each other and share 
best practices in managing their leagues. 
Attendees heard from a number of guest 
speakers at the session. Topics discussed 
included emergency management for 
sports teams, from severe weather to power 
outages, as well as minimizing risk in sport 
through identification, control and mitigation.
For more information about the City’s 
recreation master plan, Active Together, email:  
ActiveTogetherMasterPlan@vaughan.ca  or 
visit the Recreation and Culture section at: 
vaughan.ca. 

Success for Ward 5 
Residents Going South
(Sorry, I’m not talking Florida here.)

Almost from the day I first 
became Councillor for 

Ward 5, residents attempting 
to go south on Hilda to Steeles 
Avenue in the morning have 
complained about the lack of 
an advanced green to allow 
left turns before the traffic 
coming north proceeds. The 
result is, on a daily basis, 
a long lineup of Thornhill 
residents attempting to go to work, jamming up the intersection.
Not only is it a narrow, congested intersection at the best of times, 
as well, you cannot drive straight through into the neighbouring 
municipality to the south. In fact, that municipality, the City of Toronto, 
controls the entire intersection (on both sides of Steeles) as they do 
at all intersections along that street.
Without fail, time after time, when we brought the issue to their 
attention, our request has been refused.
Well folks, we have finally been successful. As of January 2014, the 
impossible has happened; a brand new advanced green light has been 
installed! 

Hilda and Steeles

• DANI
• Filipino Seniors Club
• First Chinese Seniors Association  

of Vaughan
• Gallanough Resource Centre
• Garnet A. Williams Seniors Club
• Hadar Seniors Club
• Hospice Thornhill
• Joe Dwek Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School
• Na’amat Canada
• Philippine Heritage Band

• Reena Foundation
• Seeds for Change
• Sephardi Seniors Club
• The Guiseppe Garibaldi Seniors Club
• Thornhill African Caribbean Canadian 

Association
• Thornhill Seniors Club
• Thornhill Village Festival
• Zareinu Educational Centre
• Act to End Violence Against Women
• Beth Chabad Israeli Community Centre

• Chabad at Flamingo Inc.
• Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Centre  

for Holocaust Studies
• Friendship Circle
• Jewish Addiction Community Services
• Jewish Russian Community Centre
• Temple Kol Ami Out of the Cold Program
• Thornhill Garden and Horticultural 

Society
• Thornhill Heritage Foundation

Budget 2014
First the good news – after numerous meetings and many deputations to the 

Budget Committee, a tax increase of 2.5% was approved by City Council at 
its meeting of February 18, 2014. Or is it bad news?
Without a doubt everyone – City Councillors, staff and of course residents would 
like to see no increase or even better a decrease in property taxes. The problem 
is the reality of running a growing municipality. Just consider the fact that each 
year we add new streets and many new homes. Every one of those streets must 
be cleaned of snow and waste must be picked up at each home. 
Furthermore, with more people there are increasing demands on our staff to 
provide more services, information and advice. The task is to maintain the 
highest quality of services possible while keeping taxes as low as possible. In 
real terms we want to make sure that our parks and community centres are well 
maintained, that our waste is picked up from the front of our homes and that our 
roads are maintained.
To help you understand how we use the funds that we have, here is a list of 
some of the capital projects identified for Ward 5 in 2014.

• Walkway lighting replacement - Beverley Glen Park, King High Park,  
Bob O’Link Parkette, Glen Shields Park

• Dufferin Clark Community Centre water slide refurbishment

•  Thornhill Outdoor pool boiler replacement
• Heatherton Parkette playground replacement and safety surfacing
• Uplands Golf and Ski Centre hiking trails improvements
• Yorkhill District Park playground redevelopment 
• Yorkhill District Park tennis court replacement 
• Glen Shields Park, Marita Payne Park, Rosedale Park North,  

Wade Gate Park, Conley South Park tennis court reconstruction 
• Oakbank Pond boardwalk reconstruction
• Clark Avenue cycle (path) facility development
• Mountbatten Road walkway lighting
• Gallanough Park storm water facility
• Franklin Avenue storm water management improvements
• Bathurst Clark Library renovations
• Garnet A. Williams Community Center change room renovations
• Rosemount Community Centre boiler system upgrade
• Don River trail system trail signage
• Rosedale North Park, Dufferin District Park, Worth Park basketball  

court reconstruction
• Glen Shields Avenue bridge rehabilitation
• Bathurst Street, North Park to New Westminster sidewalk construction
• Clark Avenue Fire Station aerial truck replacement

Subscribe to W5 Update at: ward5.vaughan.ca

Councillor Alan Shefman’s

Councillor Alan Shefman signing the 
banner supporting Canadian Olympic 
athletes at the Sochi Winter Games. 
The event took place as part of the 
Promenade Mall Olympic Lounge.

Here’s How 
My Office 
(and Our 
Staff) Works
At 6:40 pm I received an 

email from a resident 
about his concern about 
unprotected excavations 
on Clark Avenue. At 7:22 I 
responded to the resident;  
action would be taken ASAP. 
At 7:38 Debi, my assistant, 
wrote to staff asking for 
action to be taken. At 7:44 
the director of Public Works 
responded to the request. 
At 7:56 Debi wrote back to 
the resident thanking him for 
alerting us of the safety issue.
We are dedicated to good 
service to our residents.

Visit our website

AHEEEHAPDOBFPGJNMFIIGKNBPHENOGDNMPAHEEEHA
BNFFFNBPNGAPBLBLNKAPEKJHFPEOBLNGEPBNFFFNB
LBJNINFCFLFBJBKJGMDKGDDAEBEAOFNCECPILOPHH
APCKMHFDKKFEFMLEPCKPDHAPKPLGDLLKDMDALKIPC
GABFFPFIHDJHJMFKCOMLDCOICCHMCHJBKAIBIIBNA
BAEDBPFCKEDFFICELHNNLEGKGPAIMFPLMMOBIIDPH
BIOFNEFPIFGAKBIJFCAPDPBDEPNILLNCFPALCCOOD
HGNPJNFJCGMGMHEHPKFKECNGFHGNNFJBMJKPIGHOB
MFFFNNEHJHLKFIBIIPCNNIIDPHCIKHIMAHFHAIFGH
APBBBPAPOOIIAAMCPPNELCBCFFBJHNPGFEFBEKMHG
HHHHHHHPPPPPHHPHPHPPHPPHHHHPPHHHPPHHHPHPP

mailto:alan.shefman%40vaughan.ca?subject=
mailto:debi.traub%40vaughan.ca?subject=
http://www.ward5.vaughan.ca
http://www.ActiveTogetherMasterPlan@vaughan.ca
http://www.vaughn.ca
http://www.ward5.vaughan.ca


W5-Thornhill UPDATE
Spring 2014 Edition

Councillor Alan Shefman’s

Winter 2013/14
Hopefully by the time you read this, the never-

ending, cold, snowy, icy winter of 2013/14 will be 
starting to fade from your mind – but perhaps not at 
City Hall.
For all of us it has been a difficult five or so months of 
weather, topped off by one of the most destructive ice 
storms that Vaughan and the GTA has ever seen. Most-
ly, as residents, we complained and then went outside, 
once again, to shovel our driveways (or thought about 
how smart it was to hire a snow clearing service!)
For the City though, our services were strained to the 
maximum. Staff involved with sidewalk clearing and 
forestry and our street ploughing contractors worked 
non-stop for days on end. Extra staff had to be hired 
and a variety of contractors have been used to deal 
with the damaged and destroyed trees. 

During the immediate post ice storm period, I at-
tempted to keep the residents of Ward 5 informed 
of the progress being made to restore power and 
clear the snow and ice through a series of spe-
cial electronic W5 Updates – do you subscribe?? 
Many residents wrote to me during that time ex-
pressing their appreciation for the information. As 
one resident wrote: “The W5 Update Special Bul-
letin was the best source of information on what 
was happening during this difficult time.”
Of course, all of this extraordinary work cost money 
beyond our normal budget. We are still assessing the 
total cost, but we have already estimated that the work 
on the damaged trees will cost approximately $20 mil-
lion and will take years to complete. Fortunately, at 
least part of that cost will be paid for through an emer-
gency grant from the Province of Ontario. 
We are also hopeful that our winter works reserve 
funds will pay for the extra street and sidewalk snow 
ploughing that was required. A report to Council is ex-
pected shortly. 
On behalf of myself and the residents of Ward 5, I 
would like to thank the staff of the City of Vaughan and 
PowerStream for their hard work during difficult times.

Keeping Our Streets in Good Condition
As part of the City’s ongoing road management system the following streets in Ward 5 are scheduled for repaving 

in 2014: Parson’s Place, Brownridge Drive, Zahavy Drive, Thornway Avenue, (part of) New Westminster Dr. 
Atkinson Avenue, Franklin Avenue, Regency Gate, Hefhill Court, Braemar Court, Helena Gardens, (part of) 
Spring Gate Blvd., Heatherton Way, Charles Street, Michael Court, Lisa Crescent.

2013 Vaughan – Israel 
Economic Development Mission
From September 28 to October 6, 2013 a group 

of 23 business and education leaders travelled 
to Israel to meet with Israeli companies.
The mission was led by Mayor Bevilacqua, 
Councillor Tony Carella and myself. 
I first conceived of developing economic ties to 
the dynamic and innovative Israeli market in 2009. 
This mission, reflecting the City’s International 
Business Development Program, was preceded 
by an exploratory mission to Israel by myself, 
Councillor Carella and then Director of Economic 
Development, Tim Simmonds in 2012.
The City partnered with the United Jewish Appeal 
Federation (UJA), the Centre for Israel and Jewish 
Affairs, the Government of Israel Economic Mis-
sion to Canada, Canada Israel Chamber of Com-
merce, and ColdSpring Commerce to organize a 
series of activities designed to achieve a high re-
turn on investment for all participants.
The mission focused on a number of innovative 
industry sectors including advanced manufactur-
ing, environmental and green products, security, 
information technology, and scientific and techni-
cal products. The overall strategy of the mission 
was to position the City as a North American gate-
way to do business by tapping into Israel’s high-
end innovation and gaining access to advanced 
products in Israel. 
Highlights of the business mission included:

• More than 150 business meetings with Israeli companies 
• Announcement of the establishment of a joint City of Vaughan and Centennial 

College Trade Development Office in Israel  
• Establishment of a plan to develop a Vaughan Design District assisted by 

Israeli company Caesarstone, a world leader and manufacturer of quartz 
counter tops with its Canadian head office located in Vaughan  

• Consideration by ABA Science Play, a manufacturer of scientific educational 
playground equipment, to establish a Canadian head office in Vaughan 

• Seven memorandums of understanding signed by Centennial College with 
educational institutions in Israel 

• Joint research and student exchange programs developed between York 
University and Technion (Israel Institute of Technology) and Haifa University 

Artificial Turf Soccer Field Opens at 
Thornhill/Concord Park
The new artificial turf soccer 

field meets the growing 
need for organized commu-
nity sports as well as encour-
ages physical activity and 
healthier active living across 
all age groups.
Construction of the $1.25 
million artificial turf field was 
supported with funding from 
the Glen Shields Futbol Club 
contributing $130,000 to-
wards the construction and 
$125,000 from the BMO Team 
of the Week prize money and 
the Ontario Tire Stewardship 
provided a $9,520 grant for 
using recycled rubber tires in 
the construction of the artifi-
cial field. 

New Emergency Alert 
System on vaughan.ca
In order to provide an easily accessible alert for such 

events as major storms, emergency road closures 
and other emergencies, the City has implemented a 
“pop-up” style alert that will automatically appear when 
you go to the City of Vaughan web site – vaughan.ca. 

Vaughan Hospital Receives $1 Million from 
Proceeds from Mayor’s Gala
As part of the City’s ongoing commitment to the building of Mackenzie Vaughan hospital, Mayor Maurizio 

Bevilacqua on December 13, 2013 presented a cheque for $1 million to the Mackenzie Health Foundation 
from proceeds from the Mayor’s Gala and Golf Tournament. The hospital will be built on City-owned lands at 
Major Mackenzie Drive and Jane Street. Construction is scheduled to begin in 2015.
The hospital project is led by Mackenzie Health. The City of Vaughan is working closely with Mackenzie Health 
and the Province to ensure that when the hospital opens in 2019, residents will have the best healthcare possible. 

Hospital Project Takes another step forward
On March 7, 2014 the project took another major step forward with the announcement that the request for 
qualifications has been issued to design, build, 
finance and maintain the new state-of-the-art 
hospital that will be constructed in Vaughan.
The new Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital will include:

• a state-of-the-art emergency department 
• modern surgical services and operating rooms 
• acute inpatient and intensive care beds 
• technologically-advanced diagnostic imaging 
• specialized ambulatory clinics 
• single acute care patient rooms for infection 

prevention and control 
• a flexible design to permit adaptation over time 

as new thinking and best practices emerge
The request for qualifications is the first step in 
the process to select a team to design, build, 
finance and maintain the project. Submissions will 
be reviewed to pre-qualify project teams with the 
design and construction experience as well as the 
qualified personnel and financial strength to deliver 
a project the size and scope of the new Mackenzie 
Vaughan Hospital. These teams will then be invited 
to respond to a request for proposals, which will be 
issued in the fall of 2014. The hospital is expected 
to open in 2019.

We Love “Thank You’s!” 
Subject:  Thank You!! - Lakehurst Park is Wonderful
Hi Councillor Shefman,  I wanted to take a moment to express my appreciation to you and the Parks staff. The new playground at Lakehurst Park is wonderful!! Such a 
big improvement from the old equipment.  My kids love going to play, and have been there a number of times since it opened, even though it’s winter!!  Please pass along 
my thanks.       — Esther

How Efficient is 
Clark Avenue?
Over the years as I have driven on Clark Avenue, 

I have been increasingly frustrated at what I will 
call the inefficiency of the traffic light system on the 
street. The drive from Yonge to Dufferin can take 6 
or 7 or up to 15 minutes. It just doesn’t make much 
sense. A number of residents have also contacted me 
with the same complaint about this street – a major 
conduit for traffic in the Ward.
While recognizing the need for safety, access from 
its many connected residential streets and control 
of speeding, there has to be a better way. In fact 
Clark is quite typical of a number of other City of 
Vaughan streets which provide primary access from 
our residential neighbourhoods to arterial roads. Also 
like similar streets in Vaughan, the signal system has 
grown organically as the abutting neighbourhoods 
have developed. 
Late last year, I requested our professional staff to 
undertake a study to develop a better understanding of 
the way this street works, including the types of traffic 
interactions taking place at intersections, how traffic 
flow is impacted by multiple signals and pedestrian 
involvements. In essence I asked for a study of the 
“efficiency” of Clark Avenue.  It is my belief that the 
findings of our review will help make driving on Clark 
a less frustrating experience in the future. As well, I 
would expect that we will be able to apply the study 
methodology to other streets in the City. I am looking 
forward to receiving the findings and implementing the 
suggested changes. 

Environment Day 
June 22, 2014
Once again the 

City’s very 
popular Environment 
Day program will 
take place in Ward 
5 on June 22, 2014 
from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. The event 
will take place in the 
parking lot in front of 
Garnet A. Williams 
Community Centre at 
501 Clark Avenue.
Included in this 
year’s agenda:

• Mulch Giveaway 
(Bring reusable 
containers)

• Free Replacement of Damaged City-Issued Blue 
Boxes and Green Bins or Purchase NEW Blue 
Boxes, Kitchen Containers, Green Bins and 
Composters

• Free Electronic Refurbishment/Recycling; 
Sponsored by Maple Lions Club in Partnership 
with Computer Rescue and an O.E.S. Approved 
Processor

Acceptable electronics include cell phones, print 
cartridges, digital cameras, iPods/Mp3 players, 
laptop/desktop computers, accessories, televisions, 
monitors, speakers and more.
Learn about Green Directions Vaughan, the City’s 
Community Sustainability and Environmental Master 
Plan, and ways you can be involved! 

Vaughan Economic Snapshot    2013    2012
POPULATION 315,006 311,218
BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS 10,231 9,933
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 186,019 176,296
TOTAL VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION $1,102 B $778 M
AVERAGE HOUSING PRICE, ALL HOME TYPES $665,760 $620,022 
INDUSTRIAL VACANCY RATE, Q4 3% 3.60%

VAUGHAN IS BOOMING, ECONOMICALLY!

Winter storm in Vaughan

Artificial soccer field ribbon cutting

Councillor Shefman at 
Environmental Day at  
Garnet A. Williams  
Community Centre

Mackenzie Health donation

Science Activity Park in Tel Aviv with Mayor Bevilacqua, 
Councillor Shefman, and Councillor Carella

During the 2010 election, as I talked to many 
residents of Ward 5 living in condominiums (this 

area has by far the largest number of condominiums 
in the City), it was clear to me that there was a strong 
feeling by many people that their issues were being 
ignored. While the City is very involved in the planning 
of condominium buildings, it was felt that once the 
construction was completed, the City turned its back. 
On hearing this angst, I committed to investigating 
these issues and if founded, respond to them. 
In June of 2012, I brought a recommendation to Council 
to establish a Task Force composed primarily of condo 
residents to identify their concerns and provide recom-
mendations to Council on how to respond. In September 
2012, the Task Force began its deliberations, quickly 
identifying a long list of issues and defining which con-
cerns fell under the Province’s Condominium Act and 
which fell under the City’s jurisdiction. Because of the 
provincial review of the Condo Act which was already 
underway, our first task was to prepare our recommen-
dations for the province. After much discussion it was 
determined that the majority of the identified issues 
were in fact under provincial jurisdiction.  Eleven rec-
ommendations were submitted to the province.
The Task Force submitted its final report and 
recommendations to Council for its consideration in 
December 2013. A staff report is currently being prepared. 

The recommendations for the City’s consideration 
include either providing a tax credit for services 
(garbage collection, snow clearing) not provided or 
providing those services and requesting the City to 
request the Province to establish a new property tax 
category for condominiums. Another recommendation 
asks that parks and open spaces be built to reflect the 
population density in intensified areas.
The recommendations for the Provincial review of the 
Condo Act address issues such as: renters vs. owners, 
powers of Condo Boards, composition and education of 
Condo Boards and insurance.
If you are interested in seeing both sets of the detailed 
recommendations, they can be found at http://tinyurl.
com/qyr2jb6 and http://tinyurl.com/ot43xam.

Ventura Public School – Councillor Shefman speaking to the grade 5’s on 
local government

Residential Condominium Task Force 
Completes its Work

Making Contact with 
the City of Vaughan
General Information .............905-832-2281
By-law Enforcement ............905-832-8505
Greening Vaughan  
    (Garbage/Recycling)........905-832-8562
Parks ...................................905-832-8577
Property Standards..............905-832-8505
Recreation ...........................905-832-8500
Roads ..................................905-832-8562
Snow Removal ....................905-832-8562
Councillor Alan Shefman ..905-832-8585 
 x8349
Debi Traub  .........................905-832-8585
(Council Executive Assistant) x8685
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