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Dear Neighbour

Vaughan’s new city hall is taking shape

Let’s Create a Forest
in Vaughan

Let’s get
together
for a fun
evening in our
neighbourhood
park!

A

s you travel around Vaughan you will see numerous woodlots. The
City has had a program to preserve these important concentrations
of trees whenever a new subdivision is built. An excellent example is in
the Thornhill Woods area, where not only is there the magnificent Sugar
Bush Park at the corner of Bathurst and the 407, but in the interior of
the subdivision there are a number of small woodlots that have been
preserved.
In front of virtually every home in Vaughan there are trees that have been
planted over the years. My home is on a street that is 28 years old and this
summer a canopy is starting to form over the roadway. These trees not
only make for a nicer looking community, they have an enormous impact
on our environment.
• One large tree can lift up to 100 gallons of water out of the ground and
discharge it into the air in one day
• Well-placed trees can reduce heating costs by 10-15% and cooling
costs by 10-50%
• One tree can produce nearly 260 pounds of oxygen in one year

3. If you own a business, sponsor the planting of trees
4. Purchase a tree at a significantly reduced price through LEAF, a
non-profit organization dedicated to improving urban forests. LEAF
provides 25 different types of trees and shrubs – from Serviceberry to
White Pine, to Black Walnut to Red Maple. The trees are from six to
ten feet tall and will be delivered to your home. Call 416-413-9244 or
go to their Web site: www.yourleaf.org for more information.
More information on this program will be available shortly at: http://www.
city.vaughan.on.ca/culture_recreation/recreation_programs.

ver the last six years I have been honoured to serve the residents of my Ward. As a Councillor I have made every
effort possible to provide leadership at Council and to bring new ideas to benefit everyone living in our City. I
have worked from a foundation of integrity and ethics in everything I do. Without a doubt one of the most constant
requests from residents that I have gotten over the years is to get information on what is taking place in Thornhill and
across the city, hence W5 Update. Both the electronic version and the yearly print version is my attempt to keep you
informed. To subscribe to the electronic version of W5 UPDATE, go to www.vaughan.ca/enews.
Best Regards,

Alan Shefman

Councillor Alan Shefman’s
Event in the Park – June 22, 2010 –
beginning at 6:00 – Free corn on the cob,
watermelon, ice cream, prizes!

What a Team!

T

here are “3peat” champions
in the GTA. The team is the
Vaughan Panthers Major Atom
#1 basketball team and they have
won the provincial championship
three years in a row.

And, at 7:30 ... The City of Vaughan
Concert in the Park – featuring The
Toronto All-Star Big Band, at the York Hill
District Park (behind the Garnet Williams
Community Centre)

The result is B’Leave, a new program that is being launched by the City
this spring. The first goal of this program is to enter into an aggressive
program to plant trees in both public and private places, including our
industrial areas. It also includes a number of ways that every resident can
get involved.
2. If you live adjacent to a park, you can pay for a tree to be planted near
your property

O

Alan Shefman, Councillor Ward 5, City of Vaughan

In light of the clear value of an enriched urban forest, in June of 2008
I brought a recommendation to Council asking our staff to prepare a
long-range plan to significantly increase the tree planting activities
in the City.

1. Dedicate a tree to someone you care about in a park

Serving the residents of Ward 5 - Thornhill

A few weeks back Vaughan
Council had the opportunity to
recognize the team at one of our
meetings.

Save Our Planet —
One Flush at a Time

Seeing the team and listening to
their coach, Claude Nembhard
it is easy to understand why this
group of grade 5 and 6 boys are
so good. As Mr. Nembhard describes his team: “100% of our
kids are respectful, kind hearted,
fun-loving kids who all have a
passion for basketball. They are
pretty good in school as well, with
83% of the players being on the
honour role”.

Get rid of those water wasters!

I

t’s time to get rid of those old style toilets – the ones that we had installed in our
homes when we first moved in. York Region will provide Vaughan homeowners
with a $75 rebate for each new low flush (high efficiency) or dual flush toilet
purchased from a participating retailer.
There are rules for the rebates, so go to www.YorkRegionPromotions.com where
you can find the details for this program and the forms needed to apply for the
rebate on the website.
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Sign Clutter in our Neighbourhoods

A

s anyone who reads W5 will know, the subject of illegal signs is one of my issues. I just hate these signs stuck on the backs of our traffic signs or sitting on
our boulevards in residential neighbourhoods. It seems that there are also quite a few residents who have similar feelings about these signs – I get at least
one complaint a week about the mess on our streets.
Over the last five years or so I have tried just about everything to tackle this problem, including trying out a biodegradable spray on the backs of signs that was
supposed to prevent the illegal signs from sticking – it didn’t work! I have also had Council approve a new Bylaw
raising the fines for these signs. Regrettably it is very hard to both lay charges and to make them stick when some
of the perpetrators operate with cell phones and are not incorporated. And of course I still walk around the area
where I live with my handy scraper to pull the signs down myself.
In mid-May I took another step in the battle. A recommendation that I proposed was approved by Council. The
recommendation calls for the following:
1. Staff prepare a report for Council outlining the scope of the perennial sign proliferation in residential areas in the
City, and
2. Based upon the information revealed in the assessment of the problem, that the report include recommendations
for a five year comprehensive and long-range plan, including the immediate actions that can be taken to deal with
the proliferation of these illegal signs, especially on boulevards and on the reverse of traffic signs in our residential
neighbourhoods.
3. That the report consider the most effective way to use staff resources to resolve this issue.

Contact Councillor Alan Shefman’s office:

W5 UPDATE

Road Construction
We are moving as fast as we can!

I

t seems that everywhere you go in Vaughan – and beyond –
you literally drive into construction. The reason for such an
extraordinary amount of this type of construction is that much of it
is funded through the Infrastructure Renewal Program that is jointly
funded by the Federal, Provincial, and Municipal governments. All
of these projects must be completed by March 2011, hence the
amount of activity taking place.
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Road construction is inconvenient, no doubt, but without a doubt
there is a positive result for that inconvenience – a revitalization of
an important part of our urban infrastructure.

Diversity Forum

Maintaining the quality of our roads is a huge and never-ending
task. It is costly but very important, not only for transportation
purposes, but as well for water management. Almost invariably
when the City does a road reconstruction project we are also
improving our ability to manage storm water. Nobody has to be
reminded of the devastation that hit the City during the 2005,
100-year storm. While there is no sure thing when it comes to
the ferocity of nature, we always try to improve our ability to
manage storm water from major storms when we do this type of
construction.

T

he third annual diversity forum took place recently at the Vellore Community Centre. These forums, organized
by the Vaughan Community Equity and Diversity Committee, are designed to provide an opportunity for
community leaders from many different groups living in Vaughan to have input into the City’s diversity activities
as well as for the City to hear about the issues that are important to the groups. The workshop is planned to
facilitate a dialogue between the City and its citizens and between the members of these groups.
This year’s session focussed on providing input on the Diversity Strategy that is being developed by the City
as part of its overall Vaughan Tomorrow planning efforts. As part of the program an information fair featuring
many different community services took place prior to the workshop. The workshop focussed on four areas: city
services and diverse communities – how well are you served; employment and economic opportunities in our
City; barriers to participation – what and how significant are they; and, diverse communities and culture – what
roles can the City play to promote diversity.
The Community Equity and Diversity Committee is comprised primarily of members of the public from a wide
range of community groups, as well as representatives from the school boards, York Regional Police and the
Vaughan Youth Cabinet.

The New Official Plan is Coming

O

n Monday, May 17, over 200 people came out to a statutory Public Hearing on the City’s
draft Official Plan. Over the course of the four and a half hour meeting 63 deputations
were heard by Members of Council. This meeting was the culmination of over three years
work and 43 public meetings, workshops, and panel discussions on the development of
this new plan. The new Official Plan sets out where and how Vaughan will grow over the
next 21 years. By participating in the planning process, residents and businesses can have
an impact on the sustainability and future of our City.
Volume 1 of the draft new Official Plan has been released. The plan and an introductory
video are available for viewing at www.vaughantomorrow.ca. Volume 2 was available on
May 25 and contains Secondary Plans, including the Yonge Street plan.

Workshop Facilitators

In the meantime I have asked our staff to prepare a report on the
status of all of the road projects currently taking place in Ward 5.
When I receive that report I will pass it on to the readers of W5
Update via our electronic version of the newsletter.

Vaughan Budget 2010 –
Responsible Financial
Management
Alan Shefman, Chair of Budget Committee

Comments provided at the
Public Hearing or submitted
in writing will be considered
prior to the Official Plan document being finalized and adopted by Council in September. Comments should be
delivered to the City no later
than Monday, June 14, 2010.

I

A Public Hearing on the draft
Official Plan Volume 2 is
scheduled for June 14, 2010
at the Civic Centre starting at
6 p.m. in the Council Chambers. It will deal with five secondary plans to be incorporated within the final version
of the new Official Plan.

The budget includes a tax increase of 2.65 per cent which works
out to $30 a year for the average homeowner. The budget itself
focuses on four main areas: Community Safety with the hiring
of firefighters for a new station, new City Services including the
opening of the North Thornhill Community Centre & a LEED Gold
City Hall, Job Creation through a renewed economic development
strategy, and Environmental Stewardship.

The Yonge Subway Extension
I

constantly get asked by residents: “What happened to the Yonge Street Subway extension north from the Finch Station to Richmond Hill?”

Not too long ago the announcement of the successful Environmental Assessment was being written about in the local media. Public consultation meetings were taking place on a regular basis. Residents
were being asked to give their opinions on the locations of the subway stations. Everyone was waiting for the next step – the funding announcement.
That final announcement never came. Instead, Metrolinx, the body facilitating rapid transit development in the GTA for the Provincial Government announced funding for Toronto’s Transit City. No one really
knows what happened, that one of the priority and most well developed rapid transit projects would not get funded when the “out of the blue” and far from popular Transit City project does.
The latest announcement from Viva, the York Region transit group which has been guiding the development of the subway extension, is that they have received $3.7 million for design development for the
project in order to keep the momentum going!!!??? I am not really sure what that means when the actual building of the subway extension is not funded and Toronto Mayor David Miller is walking around
telling anyone who will listen that he doesn’t expect to see the extension in his lifetime.
I don’t get angry very often when it comes to my role as a Municipal
Councillor, but I sure am angry now with the shenanigans that
are going on about our subway project. We just can’t bury our
heads in the sand anymore to think that rapid transit is defined by
artificial political borders. When you are commuting to work, do
you really care that you need to go south of Steeles from Vaughan
to Toronto. Of course not! All you and everyone else cares about is
travelling to wherever you need to go quickly and efficiently.
It’s time to join the rest of the world where transit is not operated
locally, but regionally. It’s time to move from a rapid transit project
approach to funding to a new model where transit expansion takes
place on an ongoing basis with a targeted length of expansion
planned each year, EVERY YEAR!
Not everyone is sitting back at the lack of progress. A citizenbased group composed of residents from Vaughan, Markham, and
Richmond Hill is in the process of being formed – Yonge Subway
North Committee – to bring this project back into public view. Both
Valerie Burke, my counterpart from the Markham side of Yonge,
and I are fierce supporters for this initiative. In the next few months
the Committee is planning on going public with its plans to help
revive the Yonge Street Subway extension.

n approving the 2010 Operating and Capital Budget, the City
of Vaughan has shown that although economies around the
world have been affected by a significant downturn, we were
able to weather this economic storm as a result of solid financial
management. The budget delivers on City services, facilities,
and infrastructure. The 2010 budget is a reflection of how well
managed the City is. The quality of management translates into
minimal cost to our taxpayers and great value for our property tax
dollars.

The City’s capital budget expenditures include nearly $30 million
in new infrastructure and 120 projects including, King Vaughan
Road Bridge widening, major roadwork in the Thornbank and
Centre area, sidewalk repairs, new parkland, and the addition of a
fitness centre at the Vellore Village Community Centre.
This year will also see the completion of the many Master Plans
that the City has been working on. These plans – the Official Plan
Review, Environmental Master Plan, Transportation Master Plan,
Employment Sectors Strategy, Active Together Master Plan, the
Long-Term Financial Plan, Water and Sewer Master Plan, and
the Storm Water/Drainage Master Plan – will lay the foundation
for how our City will grow over the next 25 years. A significant
challenge for the 2011 budget process, which is now underway,
will be to develop a comprehensive and integrated implementation
approach for our master plans.
Budgeting is a continuous process that is driven by one theme
– value for your property tax dollar. It is an ongoing effort to find
an appropriate balance between providing the highest level of
services possible to residents and businesses, while at the same
time minimizing the tax burden. This is where good planning
comes into play and why we must always prepare for the future.

Municipal Election —
Monday October 25, 2010

vaughanvotes.ca is your official source for the
2010 municipal election. Discover who the
candidates are, find key election dates, and
explore useful links that will help you cast your
vote this fall. Make your vote count...
Visit http://vaughanvotes.ca.

Run for Vaughan 2010 –
A Personal Triumph!

S

ix years ago, while still a Public School Board Trustee, I
attended the opening ceremonies of the inaugural Run
for Vaughan. This event, organized by the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community located on Jane Street north of Major Mackenzie
has continued to grow over the years and has been a significant
supporter of the Vaughan Hospital Foundation ever since.
While in the past I have walked the route, this year my goal was
to participate in the 10 km run. So, on May 30 at 8:30 am I was
at the starting line with about 500 other runners ready to begin.
The last time I had run a 10 km race was about twenty years ago,
so this was going to be a challenge for me. Not only was I there
to support the funding for Vaughan’s hospital, I was also making
a clear and unequivocal statement of having beaten cancer. One
year ago to the day I had been released from hospital and just six
months earlier I had received my last chemo treatment.
While my time was a bit slower than my last race (by more than
double!!), it was a wonderful feeling to have achieved my personal
goal and to have been able to help our hospital foundation.

CCMARD Workshop

O

n March 22, 2010 the City of Vaughan hosted the Ontario
meeting of the Canadian Coalition of Municipalities Against
Racism and Discrimination.
As part of the program I provided some insights, based upon the
Vaughan experience, of how a municipality can effectively address
the variety of issues that arise in a multicultural community.
The purpose of the meeting, which involved over 25 municipalities,
was to move the Coalition forward with tools that will enable
members to engage and learn from each other. The workshop
highlighted the importance of building a strong Ontario network
to focus on diversity and anti-racism initiatives to pro-mote more
inclusive communities across the Province.
The Coalition was first established at the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities meeting in Calgary in 2007. The City of Vaughan
was one of the first municipalities in Canada (the 14th) to join.
CCMARD’s goal is assist municipalities to build respectful, inclusive
and safe societies where everyone has an equal opportunity to
participate in the economic, social, cultural, recreational, and
political life of the community.

