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Walking
Tour
Guide
Before we begin our self-guided walking tour, we need to
thank those who helped to put it together.
This brochure was published by the Unionville BIA with
matching funds from Central Counties Tourism. The
historical content was provided by the Unionville Historical
Society, drawing from many resources, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

UHS Walking Tour Booklet, 1988
UBIA Walking Tour Pamphlet, 2006
Heritage Section, the City of Markham
Markham Museum
Markham Public Library
Markham 1793-1900
Isabel Champion, Editor, 1979 rev 1989
• Markham Remembered,
Mary Champion, Editor, 1988
• and the many members of the Historical Society
& the Unionville community at large
Historical photos courtesy of Markham Museum
& the Heritage Section, City of Markham
For reservations on guided tours, please call 905-477-0117.
For more information, visit www.unionvillehistorical.com
and www.unionvilleinfo.com.

Congregational Church, 150 Main Street 
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The RockUNIONVILLE
at the Top of the Stairs

A

s you can see on the map (inside front cover) your
tour starts at the top of the stairs on the east side
of Main Street Unionville, near the centre of the
heritage business district. If you’re driving to our village,
park at GPS coordinates N43 52.050 W079 18.700, walk
west and go up the stairs.
The tour will head north toward Toogood Pond, then
south along the west side of Main Street toward the
Stiver Mill, then return to this spot.
Most of the buildings you will see today were destined
to be torn down around 1969-70. This street was going
to be widened to four lanes, and the buildings were in
the way. The plaque on the rock refers to the Unionville
Village Festival Corporation, which held the first Village
Festival in 1970. This festival, still held every year in early
June, and other substantial efforts, demonstrated very
effectively that Unionvillers had a passionate wish to
retain & maintain these historic structures. Kennedy Road
was rerouted to bypass and preserve our main street (as
you can see on the map on the back of this brochure).
Unionville is an enviable example of how heritage can be
preserved in a living village.
This is primarily an architectural tour but we’ll throw in a
little bit of history along the way.
As the plaque states, William Berczy founded Unionville.
Britain realized, right after the American War of Independence, that Upper Canada needed good military &
transportation roads and lots of loyal settlers to permanently fill the land. Its Lt. Governor, John Graves Simcoe,
advertised far & wide that free land was available. One
of these newspaper ads was spotted by William Berczy,
who had led a group of settlers from Germany in 1792 to
settle in New York State’s Genesee Valley. The settlers
were not happy with the financial and tenure arrangements and, again led by Berczy, took up Simcoe’s offer
of free land in 1794.

Philip Eckardt, one of this group, took up a land grant just
under a mile north of this spot and laid the foundations
for Unionville when his log home was used for Lutheran
church services. Nearby his home, at the top of the hill
up Kennedy Road, you can visit Bethesda Lutheran
Cemetery, which dates back to 1794. Soon a permanent
church was built near there.
In the 1840s the centre of activity was drawn southward
with the building of the Union Mills, on a site which you’ll
visit shortly. The commercial core of the old village
extended southward from there. When the railway came
in 1871, settlement was drawn further south again.
Your tour today encompasses the commercial core
from the original mill site to the railway, with a brief detour
to the tranquilty of Toogood Pond.
Anybody who has ever done historical research, trying
to glean the facts and the full story from the snippets
of folklore, newspaper articles, diaries, legal & financial
records of the past, knows that it is impossible to avoid
some inaccuracies. For example, the reference to
Stiver’s Mill on the plaque here is incorrect. The Unionville
area had two grist mills in the 1850s. Somehow, one of
these was confused with the Stiver Feed & Seed Mill,
which you’ll see soon – it wasn’t built until the early 1900s.
Inevitably, a few inaccuracies may have snuck into this
brochure. The material was gathered from a variety of
sources, some of it conflicting in many respects. The
Unionville Historical Society is continually working to
correct our history as new information comes to light.
There is also much more information on the Internet,
particularly stories of William Berczy and early Unionville.
There are links to these stories on our website
www.unionvillehistorical.com.
There are other plaques on or near some of the buildings
on your tour today, containing more information than
could fit into this brochure.
So now, on with the tour...
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187

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Andrew Eckardt Worker’s Cottage

193

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Hannah Reid House & Shop

Georgian Style Board and Batten Cottage
Unionville Vernacular with Georgian influences
Built c1850 by Andrew Eckardt, this building has been
used as a Doctor’s office, residence, general store and
many restaurants.

189

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Davison’s Garage

Vernacular
This building has been extensively but authentically rebuilt
since a fire in 2008. It was Minton’s Blacksmith Shop and,
after Minton moved out, it was the garage for the Ford
Dealership, providing car & truck repairs. It has also been
a playhouse, a trophy store, a travel agency and several
restaurants.

6
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The southern section was built c1850 as Hannah Reid’s
house. Her dressmaker’s shop was added c1875. This
building was a butcher shop from 1887 well into the
1960s, and later as gift shops, a toy store and ladies’
fashion store.

197

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Salem Eckardt House

Ontario Carpenter’s Gothic
Built c1850 by Salem Eckardt, Unionville’s auctioneer.
The house was purchased in the late 1950s by Donald
& Kathleen McKay (nee Gormley), who hosted Fred
Horsman Varley, an original member of the Group of
Seven from 1957-1969. This building was a residence
until 1988. It now houses the McKay Art Centre & the BIA
Offices.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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201

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Caldwell House

209

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Unionville Mill House

Queen Anne Revival

Georgian Vernacular with
Gothic Revival influences

The Caldwell family’s blacksmith shop, built in the 1850s,
was replaced by a residence in 1910 by William Caldwell.
This building has also housed a dental office, various
stores and a coffee shop.

Built c1846, this building was associated with Ira White’s
Union Mills. Since then, it has been used for a firehall, a
residence, and stores for antiques, books, gardening
supplies, stationery, shoes, jewellery and specialty food.

205

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Griffiths’ House

MainUNIONVILLE
Carlton
&StMain
Union Mills

Carlton & Main
Gothic Revival, Vernacular
Built in 1870, possibly by George Robinson, husband
of Dorothy Eckardt. This building has been used as a
residence, various clothing stores, various restaurants &
a cigar shop.

8
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This was an ideal spot to build a flour mill, tapping Bruce
Creek, a tributary of the Rouge River, which it joins
1/2 mile to the southeast. Ira White, a noted millwright
originally from New York, built the Union Grist Mill here
c1840. It is believed that Unionville got its name from this
mill. Later an electrically-powered chopping mill, it was
destroyed by fire in 1934 and never rebuilt.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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Toogood
MainUNIONVILLE
StPond
Toogood Pond

216

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Varley Art Gallery

Toogood Pond
Toogood pond, earlier named Willow Lake and often
referred to only as The Pond, was formed when a mill
race was built in 1840 on the south side and a dam placed
across Bruce Creek a tributary of the Rouge River. The mill
race flowed east under the road to power a flat mill wheel
for the grist mill. Summer boating, fishing, and swimming
have gone on here for years. Winter activities included
skating, and ice cutting for summer refrigeration. In the
1930s, during a flash flood the mill race was washed
away and the mill burned down in 1934. The Toogoods
bought the property c1939. In the 1950s, the Unionville
Swimming Club was formed for safety reasons. In the
1980s, the Town of Markham acquired the property
and improved the site with walkways, benches and a
renovated dam.

218

MainUNIONVILLE
St

St. Philip’s Anglican Church

Post-Modern
This was the site of the home of Ira White, builder of Union
Mills, and then another home occupied by the Pellat then
the Toogood families. The land was donated to the Town
of Markham, which built the Gallery here in 1997.

210

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Crosby Memorial Arena

Neo-Classical
Gothic Revival
The first St. Phillips Anglican Church was built in 1839
approximately 1 mile north of here. It was dismantled and
rebuilt with brick here in 1913. The Anglican Church built
anew on the original site in 1986, and sold this structure
to the Unionville Presbyterian Congregation. It is now
known as the Village Church of the Nazarene.

10
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Built c1927, the arena, neighbouring athletic fields and
rose garden were donated to the Village of Unionville
by Mr. William Crosby of Buffalo, NY in memory of his
parents who owned the property. The building has
been enlarged and a modern facade added to the front.
Originally natural ice, an ice plant identical to the one in
Maple Leaf Gardens was installed in the 1950s. If the
building is open, there are great old photos on the walls.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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206

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The Eckardt-Stiver House

198

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The Dr. Thomas P. Eckardt House

Regency Cottage Style

Late-Georgian Style 2-Storey House With Symmetrical Bays

Built c1829 by Frederick Eckardt, this is the oldest
surviving building on the village’s main street. It was
originally built of adobe brick, hand-made on-site from
the clay excavated for the foundation, mixed with straw
and dried in the sun. Later, it was covered with regular
fired brick. Ewart Stiver purchased the residence in 1921
and remained there until 1979. This building has been
used as a residence & the Stiver House store.

Built c1872, this house was named “The Doctors’ House”
because it housed a succession of doctors starting with
Dr. Thomas P. Eckardt, son of Phillip and Susan (nee
Hegler) Eckardt, both of whom were among the original
settlers of Unionville. There was a damaging fire here
decades ago, just prior to when it was sold and turned
into a restaurant. Note the Austrian provincial stain glass
windows.

202

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The Charles Stiver House

Edwardian Classical, Queen Anne Revival,
with wrap-around veranda
This residence was built in 1907 by Charles H. Stiver, coowner, with his brother Francis, of the elevator complex
on Station Lane. Operated as funeral parlour prior to use
as a restaurant & pub. It is believed to have been built at
the same time as 130 Main Street Unionville by the same
builder. This is one of the first homes in Unionville to get
indoor plumbing.

12
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MainUNIONVILLE
StMain St
190–194
Davison House

Second Empire house with clapboard and
decorative shingles
This building is made up of three sections. The southern
section was built c1850 and was originally owned by
Andrew Eckhart, Unionville’s first Postmaster. The
mansard roof, the north section of the building with the
boomtown front, and the second floor, were added in
the 1870s by John Davison, who ran a general store. The
building has served as the Township offices and the Post
Office (1885-1960). The addition back section was built
in 1990’s.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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186

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Village Post Office

Special Offer: 15% discount
Ambiyan Restaurant & Bar
149 Main St., Unionville, ON L3R 2G8
(905) 480-0094 | Ambiyan@ambiyan.com

LUNCH: Tuesday – Sunday from 11:30 AM
DINNER: 7 Days from 5 PM
TAKE – OUT – Regular business hours
Cuisine: Indian

Modern Infill
The original 19th century store on this site housed, over
the years, the Sovereign Bank, the telephone exchange
and the offices of the Stiver Brothers Seed company.
It was replaced in 1960 by a brick post office and then
again in 1990 with the current structure.

182

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The Unionville General Store

Located in the heart of historic Unionville, Ontario,
Ambiyan brings a cultural richness to the Main Street
dining scene offering traditional Indian cuisine in a
contemporary setting.
Terms and Conditions: Discount is applicable on bill total before taxes. Not
applicable on alcoholic beverages. Applicable for dining-in only and for a
maximum of four (4) persons at one table. Only one coupon per table. This offer
may not be combined with other offers. Some restrictions may apply.

Special Offer: 15% discount
Blacksmiths Bistro
166 Main Street , Unionville,
Ontario L3R 2G9
905.305.0503 | contact@
blacksmithsbistro.com
Open 7 Days a Week Lunch and Dinner Service
Located in the heart of
Unionville, Blacksmiths Bistro
embodies the spirit of its Main
Street community, providing
a wonderful amalgamation of
sophistication and elegance in
both ambience and cuisine.

Vernacular
Built c1877, this general store was run by Reuben
Stiver, then C.H. Stiver, & in the early 20th century by Ab
Summerfeldt. The building has also served as a gift shop
& coffee shop.
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Experience Blacksmiths Bistro’s sense of purity, freshness,
and refinement of style which has lifted Italian and
Mediterranean cuisine to new heights.
Terms and Conditions: Discount is applicable on bill total before taxes. Not applicable
on alcoholic beverages. Applicable for dining-in only and for a maximum of four (4)
persons at one table. Only one coupon per table. This offer may not be combined with
other offers. Some restrictions may apply.

Special Offer: 15% discount

Special Offer: 15% discount

La Grotta on Main

Old Country Inn
198 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario L3R 2G9
905.477.2715

205 Main St.,
Unionville, ON L3R 2G8
Tel. (905) 940-0235
LUNCH:
Monday - Lunch for private
parties
Tuesday - Friday 12:00 - 3:00pm
Saturday & Sunday private parties
DINNER:
Monday - Sunday 5:30pm11:00pm
Open every long weekend

La Grotta has been in business for over 21 years.

Sunday to Thursday 12pm to 9pm
Friday and Saturday 12pm to 10pm

We satisfy every palate with authentic Italian &
Mediterranean cuisine. Add excellent hospitality and
service and La Grotta never fails in pleasing customers
of even the most discerning of tastes, time and time
again!

This charming gem, in historic Unionville, exudes a warm
and welcoming ambiance along with a superb Austrian
menu and extensive wine list. With a reputation for fabulous
food and gracious staff, Old Country Inn Restaurant is a find!

Terms and Conditions: Discount is applicable on bill total before taxes. Not applicable
on alcoholic beverages. Applicable for dining-in only and for a maximum of four (4)
persons at one table. Only one coupon per table. This offer may not be combined with
other offers. Some restrictions may apply.

Terms and Conditions: Discount is applicable on bill total before taxes. Not applicable
on alcoholic beverages. Applicable for dining-in only and for a maximum of four (4)
persons at one table. Only one coupon per table. This offer may not be combined with
other offers. Some restrictions may apply.

Special Offer: 15% discount

Special Offer: 15% discount

Unionville Arms Pub & Grill
189 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario L3R 2G8
905.477.ARMS (2767)

The Planing Mill Bar & Grill
139 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario L3R 2G7
905-604-4074

Restaurant and Pub in the heart of Unionville!
Having proudly served
the city of Markham
since before it even
achieved city status
- the Unionville Arms
name has gained
notoriety throughout
the entire York Region
area, and has become
synonymous with
outstanding service, a
friendly atmosphere and
above all else - great
food.

Terms and Conditions: Discount is applicable on bill total before taxes. Not applicable
on alcoholic beverages. Applicable for dining-in only and for a maximum of four (4)
persons at one table. Only one coupon per table. This offer may not be combined with
other offers. Some restrictions may apply.

The Planing Mill is the place to visit in Unionville and
features specialty stores, boutiques, and a unique
restaurant, where you can sit outside and enjoy the pond,
the ducks and the working Mill Water Wheel.
Terms and Conditions: Discount is applicable on bill total before taxes. Not applicable
on alcoholic beverages. Applicable for dining-in only and for a maximum of four (4)
persons at one table. Only one coupon per table. This offer may not be combined with
other offers. Some restrictions may apply.

174

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Queen’s Hotel

Second Empire
Built in 1871 by John Stephenson when the railway came,
this was a focal point of the Village. In addition to the
hotel, it had a pool hall, barber shop and dining room
with candy & ice cream. It was also the site of Township
meetings, Magistrate Court, village dances and social
events. In recent years there have been many stores
and businesses here. Also, there is a plaque here.

170

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Old Firehall

Shop. Dine. Explore.
Post Modern
Built c1930, Wilbur Latimer operated a farm implement
repair shop. This structure was bought by the Village in
the 1950s and rebuilt as a concrete block structure to
house the Fire Hall. Volunteer firemen rushed here after
hearing the loud siren in the steeple of the Vet’s Hall. The
brick façade was constructed in the 1980s. This building
has also been used for sports equipment stores & a
confectionery.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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166

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Gotlieb Eckardt’s Wheel & Wagon Shop

156

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Brown’s General Store

Vernacular
Classic Revival
Gottlieb Eckardt built this wheel & carriage shop in
1835. A close friend of William Lyon MacKenzie, Gottlieb
Eckardt played an important role in the 1837 Rebellion.
He was arrested and convicted of high treason, but was
eventually pardoned and released. The property has also
been used as a blacksmith shop, antique shop, cotton
canvas clothing & accessory shop, and a restaurant.
The frame house at the rear was at one time a store and
residence.

158

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Art Brown’s House

Built c1870 by James W. Fenwick, this building has spent
most of its life since 1884 as a general store operated
by the Brown family, selling groceries, clothes & shoes,
and general merchandise. This is where farmers did
their shopping on Saturday night. Starting in 1893, Mrs.
Eliza Brown ran the store at the front and a bakeshop
at the back. At the rear was a honey house and later
apartments. Eliza’s son, Arthur sold the shop in 1944.
In 1966, Art Brown re-purchased it and rented it to the
Unionville Library. It has also served as an antique store,
a backyard outdoor store & a ladies’ dress shop.

MainUNIONVILLE
St Main St
154-154A
Mark Braithwaite House & General Store

Vernacular, Georgian Cottage
Built c1852 by Hulet Eckardt. During the 1920s, Art Brown
constructed a brick building in the front yard, which he
rented to Standard Bank, which soon merged into the
new Bank of Commerce. This was the scene of an
armed robbery in November 1930 which shocked the
village. The robbers made off with $5,000 but were
arrested the same evening after accidentally dropping a
bundle of $500 bills in Stayner’s gas station. The bank
building was demolished in the 1980s. The residence has
also been used as a restaurant, antique store & ladies’
accessory shop.
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Gothic Revival - note the pointed window
Built c1867 by Mark Braithwaite as a farmhouse, with
a general store attached. The residential part is still
occupied by descendents of the Braithwaite family. The
north part, which was accurately rebuilt in 1999, has also
been used as the Post Office, a yard goods store, a
bakeshop, the Unionville Library, and various retail stores.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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150

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Congregational Church

MainUNIONVILLE
StMain St
142-144
Mark Braithwaite House #2
+ Ross Norton

Gothic Revival
In 1879, Mark Braithwaite donated this church and
land to be used as the Congregational Church. It was
designed by architect E.J. Lenox, who later designed
Toronto’s old City Hall (1890), King Edward Hotel (1903)
and Casa Loma (1914). The building was later acquired
by the Presbyterian Church in 1892, then the Unionville
Veterans. It is still known locally as the “Vets’ Hall”. The
steeple has names of W.W. II veterans engraved on it. A
fire siren used to blow every day at noon to make sure
it was working - that siren has been moved to Crosby
Arena. Now used by retail stores.

MainUNIONVILLE
St
Bandstand
Unionville Bandstand & Park

Gothic Revival, Vernacular
The northern section is a double house built by Mark
Braithwaite in 1870, probably for his children or for
tenants. It housed the telephone exchange for a
number of years. The southern section was a garage
added in 1880. Ross Norton and Jack Watson had a
tool and machine repair shop there and later it was a
car paint shop. Many renovations have been done on
both sections. The combined structure remained in the
Braithwaite possession until the 1950s. It has also been
used for several restaurants and retail & service shops.

136

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Andrew Nicholson House

Gothic Revival, Ontario Classic
Built in 2001 as part of a community project to celebrate
the Millennium, this was the site of the water pumping
station. The empty water reservoir still exists under the
patio area. Visit the little maze in the park beyond.
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Built in 1870, this was the home of Andrew Nicholson, a
cooper (barrel maker) who, with his brother George and
Henry Priddle, made flour barrels for the Union Mills grist
mill. It has also been used for several retail stores.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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MainUNIONVILLE
St
9 Station
Lane
Stiver Brothers Feed & Seed Mill

139

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The Planing Mill

Vernacular Industrial

Vernacular
When the grain-hauling railway was built here in 1870,
this area west of the station was the logical place to build
grain elevators. There is a plaque here with a fuller story.
The Town acquired the property in 1993 & it sat largely
ignored for many years. A comprehensive reconstruction
was done 2013-14 with the help of a Federal grant. The
Mill is now a community centre.

MainUNIONVILLE
St
7 Station
Lane
Toronto and Nipissing Railway Station

Standard 60-foot T&N Railway Station
Built in 1870 as part of the first phase of the Toronto &
Nipissing Railway, which extended from Scarboro’ to
Coboconk. This historic station is one of the few 19th
century village stations remaining in its original location
in Southern Ontario. A new Unionville GO Station, built in
1991, is located 1 mile south of here. This structure is now
used as a community centre.

20
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William Eakin built a planing mill here in 1873, shortly after
the arrival of the railway. Robert Harrington leased and
operated it, then purchased it in 1881. The mill supplied
lumber, sash, doors, frames, gingerbread trim and other
carpentry for barns, houses, schools and churches
throughout southern Ontario. The machinery was run
by steam, heated by a furnace using shavings or, when
these ran out, coal. The Harrington family operated the
mill until 1960, when it was sold to Alfred Giles, who ran
it until fires in 1978 and 1983 destroyed it. The current
structure was built in 1987.

141

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Robert Harrington House

Italianate Style house
with multi-chromatic brick and brackets
Josiah Hall, contractor and mason, constructed the
foundation using local fieldstone in 1873, upon which
Robert Harrington, carpenter and a builder, built this
house. It appears as if the first resident was William Eakin,
then Robert Harrington. It has also been used as a realestate office.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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143

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Pingle Tenant House

147

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The Christopher Chant House

Gothic Revival

Gothic Revival, Ontario Classic
This house was built in 1865, but not here. It was moved
to this spot from its original location over a mile north of
here, stripped of brick, wiring & plumbing and re-erected
on a concrete basement here to preserve its history.

145

MainUNIONVILLE
St

McKinnon-Eakin House

Josiah Hall, who arrived in Canada in 1860 from Dublin,
Ireland, built this home c1875 for Christopher Chant,
using bricks from the Snowball Brickyard in Markham
Village. Chant, a cabinetmaker and undertaker, had his
shop next door (see 147A Main Street Unionville). During
1944-53 the residence housed the Markham Township
Offices until they moved to Buttonville. The building has
also held an insurance office and eye clinic.

147A

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Chant’s Showroom

Georgian Tradition
Believed to have been built c1835, the house was first
owned by Neil McKinnon. A later occupant, George
Eakin, served as Markham Township Clerk (1860-1874)
and treasurer, and so the windows were barred and
doors padlocked to protect the Township’s treasures
held here. These protections permitted the house to
serve as a temporary jail from 1879-83 until proper lawenforcers could arrive. The house is thus also known
as the “Jail House”. Iron cell bars were recently found in
basement. The addition was put on in the 1970s. It has
been a printing shop and a law office.

22
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Built c1875, this commercial building was originally the
showroom for the furniture and coffins of Mr. Chant,
undertaker, who lived next door. The building has housed
a taxidermist, furnace sales shop, tinsmith shop and tack
shop. Fire damaged in the 1950s, it was rebuilt with metal
siding
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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149

MainUNIONVILLE
St

The First Unionville Congregational Church

Vernacular
The Congregationalists built this church in 1847, but it used
to face east. They moved across the street in 1879, and
the Presbyterians moved here. Then the Presbyterians
moved across the street in 1892. In the laste 1890s,
this building was turned 90 degrees when Reuben A.
Stiver converted it to a residence for his mother. He also
removed the belfry, shortened the windows and added
the new front façade and veranda. This structure was
extended south in 1986 and has served as a bakery and
several restaurants.

151

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Eakin-Eckardt Cottage

155

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Isabella Mustard House

Built c1874 by Samuel Edmondson, using the same
design as the house next door. It was sold to Isabella
Mustard, widow of James Mustard, in 1876. She hosted
Unionville’s first Presbyterian services here. When the
Congregationalists at 149 Main moved to the church
across the street in 1879, the Presbyterians moved to
149 Main. Additions were added to the south in 1951 and
2000. This building has been used as a residence and
stores. It is the childhood home of Debbie Wilkes, Pairs
Figure Skating medalist in the 1964 Winter Olympics in
Innsbruck.

157

MainUNIONVILLE
St

Perkin’s Garage

Arts and Crafts
Built c1870 for Samuel Eakin, retired. Sold to Abigail
Eckardt, widow of Dr. T.P. Eckardt, in 1887. This building
remained residential until 1971 when the Ker-Hornells
opened an antique shop in their living room, den and
porch. The brickwork was done by George Whaley
(husband of Hattie Eckardt) in the 1930’s. This building
has also been used as a bookstore, dress shop, bead
shop and collectibles store.
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Modern Infill
Built in 2008, this store, office & condo complex replaced an old garage that used to house Mr. Perkin’s
trucks.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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John Eckardt Hardware Store

175

Miss Neville’s

Gothic Revival, Vernacular
In 1977, a fire destroyed all but the front façade of the
Village’s original hardware store, which had been built by
John Eckardt in 1873 and operated as a hardware store
for over 100 years. Mrs Pearl Rainey (nee Findley) ran the
first telephone exchange in the rear section. J.W. Perkin
bought the property in 1918 and Perkin’s Hardware was
a fixture here until the fire. Once, the only gas pumps in
the Village were located here.
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McDowell House & Stanley Stiver House

Gothic Revival, Vernacular
Thomas and Charlotte McDowell built the southern
section for their residence c1875 and added the northern section in which they ran a shoemaker’s shop until 1882. The south section is also known as the Stanley
Stiver House and was a residence until c2000. The rear
sections of the building were added in 2002. The building has also been used for a barber shop, taxidermy,
the Unionville Library, a shoe & accessory store, nature
store, chocolate shop, real estate office and tailor.
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Classic Revival
This new building was constructed c2003 with
restaurant use on the first and second floors and two
residential apartments. For years, it was a vacant lot
beside Connell’s, who had a large exotic bird collection
below in the back which eventually became a part of the
Bowmanville Zoo. Prior to that, Miss Neville, the librarian,
lived in a house here.
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The John Devlin Harness Shop

Vernacular
This was a storage building owned by John Webber in the
1870s, but by the mid 1890s it was divided into two units.
John Devlin operated a harness shop in the southern
section. The building has also been a drug store, school
book store, showroom for Ford cars (G.A.M. Davison),
general store (Connells), real estate office, clothing and
accessory stores and a barber shop. Many renovations
have been done over the years.
www.unionvillehistorical.com
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Notes
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McDowell House & Stanley Stiver House,
161 Main Street

Come to our charming heritage
village in the heart of Markham, with
more than 80 shops, restaurants,
galleries, and services. For guided
tours, please call 905-477-0117.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!
Infoline: 905-477-0117
Email: info@unionvilleinfo.com
Web: www.unionvilleinfo.com
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