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Town marks 75th anniversary of Defence
Industries Limited with historic events
2016 marks the 75th Anniversary of Defence Industries Limited (DIL). During World War II (1941-1945), DIL was the
largest munitions plant in the British Empire. The plant employed more than 9,000 workers, mostly women from across
Canada, and produced 40 million shells. To commemorate this historic milestone, the Town is celebrating with
special events throughout the year. For more information, visit ajax.ca/DIL.

The story of DIL

In February, the Town along with students from J. Clarke
Richardson Collegiate, kicked off the 75th anniversary
celebration with a dramatic retelling of the story of DIL.
The sold out event also featured rare video footage of DIL, Q & A with former DIL employee
Louise Johnson and a surprise federal funding announcement. To watch the recording of the
DIL kick-off event and exclusive rare footage of DIL, visit ajax.ca/DIL.

Pat Bayly sculpture unveiling
In April, the Town of Ajax unveiled
a sculpture by acclaimed artist, Les
Drysdale of Ajax’s first Mayor Benjamin
de Forest “Pat” Bayly.

During World War II, Pat Bayly was put in charge of Camp X which was established by the British
and Canadian governments and was dedicated to supporting covert operations, spying and
communications. After the war, Pat Bayly established his own electrical engineering firm and
located it in one of the vacated war time buildings in Ajax. He was elected as the first Mayor of
Ajax in 1955.
The sculpture will be installed at the highly anticipated Pat Bayly Square - the new public square
to be located at Bayly Street and Harwood Avenue in Ajax. The square will be the cornerstone
of a new downtown vision for Ajax.

Commemorating Ajax’s wartime homes

In May, Ajax Council and the Heritage Advisory Committee unveiled a special plaque to commemorate Ajax’s wartime homes. In the early 1940’s,
many Canadian communities chosen for wartime manufacturing industries struggled with a lack of adequate housing. In response, the Federal
Government created a new crown corporation, Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), to build a supply of non-profit, subsidized
rental housing. CMHC was responsible for the construction of approximately 600 new homes in Ajax, just north of Highway 401.
For hundreds of young families, these “temporary” buildings became home. When the removal of these houses was ordered following the war, many
residents took direct action, petitioning the Government to keep their homes. Their efforts were successful and the tenants were given an option to
purchase. Nearly all of the homes still exist today, though many have been extensively renovated and improved.

Ajax Bomb Girls Legacy Campaign receives $232,000 for
monument to honour women war workers

In May, Ajax Council, MP Mark Holland and members of the Ajax Bomb Girls Legacy
Committee hosted a special funding announcement for the first ever memorial to honour
the hundreds of thousands of Canadian women war workers, including those who worked
at Defence Industries Limited (DIL) in Ajax.
The Ministry of Canadian Heritage through
the Building Communities Through Arts and
Heritage Legacy Fund will be providing
a grant in the amount of $232,000 to the
memorial project.
Combined with the $175,000 the Ajax
Bomb Girls Legacy Committee raised and
the Town’s contribution of $100,000, the
$500,000 goal has been met to commission
a monument in honour of the DIL women
and all Canadian women war workers.

2016 marks the 75th Anniversary of Defence Industries Limited.

ajax.ca

Regions to prepare phosphorus
reduction plan for Duffin Creek
WPCP

Council highlights

In May, the Town released a report applauding the Minister of Environment and
Climate Change for ordering the Regions of York and Durham to prepare a
Phosphorus Reduction Action Plan (PRAP) over the next nine months for the Duffin
Creek Water Pollution Control Plant (WPCP).

In 1976, the 8th HMS Ajax Frigate and its crew made a
special visit to the Town of Ajax. It was the first and only visit
of a HMS Ajax – the Town’s namesake – to Ajax. To mark
the 40th anniversary of this visit, the Town will be hosting
various celebrations from August 26 to 28, 2016.

8th HMS Ajax visit 40th anniversary
celebrations August 26 – 28

Memorial Wall unveiling at Veterans’ Point Garden
Aug. 26 – 2 p.m.

The wall will honour veterans who served on the HMS Ajax,
HMS Achilles & HMS Exeter during the Battle of the River
Plate in WWII, and those who served on the 8th HMS Ajax in
1976. This will be the first time in history that all 4,500+ names
will be located on one Memorial Wall in both Canada and
Britain. The event will also feature a special fly-past of a C
130 Hercules of the Canadian Air Division.

Special parade at Town Hall
Aug. 28 – 12 p.m.

On August 28, 1976 over 250 crew members from the
8th HMS Ajax were given the Freedom of the Town and
marched down Harwood Ave. The Town will re-enact this
historic moment with an Ice Cream Social and Parade at
Town Hall.
In addition, street dedications to honour 10 veterans are
also planned. To learn more, visit ajax.ca/hmsajax40.

2014-2018 Community Action Plan update
The Town’s 2015-2018 Community Action Plan includes
4 strategic objectives (Strategic Development and
Economic Prosperity, Excellence in Service Delivery and
Governance, Strong Sense of Community and Leadership
in Environmental Sustainability), 21 priorities and 102
supporting initiatives, and was developed in conjunction
with the public.
Minister Glenn Murray issued the three-page Order for further study on April 4,
2016 to all 90 Part II Order requesters who have been eagerly awaiting a decision
from the Minister since February 2014 on the Duffin Creek WPCP Outfall Class
Environmental Assessment. The outcomes of the PRAP will inform the Minister’s
final decision on the Part II Order requests.
The Order is an important first step in recognizing the role of the WPCP in causing
excessive algae growth along the Ajax nearshore. The Order also shows a
willingness by the Minister to consider options to optimize the WPCP operations to
protect the Town’s waterfront.
One of the main requirements of the PRAP is to determine how phosphorus in the
WPCP effluent can be reduced to the lowest achievable level for both current
and future operating considerations. The Town has been studying this issue for the
last three years, and has identified a preferred phosphorus removal technology
(ballasted flocculation) that would eliminate the algae problem.
The Town’s algae and phosphorus expert, Dr. Martin Auer will be participating in
PRAP Study. The Town is looking forward to finding and implementing a solution to
the algae growth along the Ajax waterfront.
In addition to the Minister’s Order, the report summarizes the progressive
phosphorus-algae scientific work undertaken by Dr. Martin Auer and his
Michigan Technological University team on behalf of the Town. The new findings
are now the subject of several published scientific papers. The full report,
Minister’s Order, scientific papers and video of Dr. Auer’s presentation are
available at ajax.ca/wpcp.

In Year one, 58 accomplishments were realized under 18
of the 21 priorities. More than 70 percent of the 2015-2018
Community Action Plan is in progress. The plan continues
to be an invaluable tool to advance key priorities, focus
resources and guide decision making. To view the 2015 2018 Community Action Plan Progress Report - Year 1, visit
ajax.ca/cap.

Regional Council Composition update

For over 10 years, Ajax Council has called for changes to
the composition of Regional Council to ensure fair and
equitable Regional representation for the residents of Ajax.
In March, after extensive consultation, Durham Region
Council voted to move two councillors from Oshawa
and redistribute one to Whitby and one to Ajax. Regional
Council will remain the same size – 28 councillors and an
elected chairman. These changes must be approved by a
majority of local Councils. This process will be undertaken
after the summer. With these changes, the Town will
need to review ward boundaries and the composition of
Council. A report outlining Council composition scenarios
was approved in June; staff will report again in the fall with
multiple ward boundary models and a public consultation
work plan, with final approval of a new ward structure
expected in the spring of 2017. For more information visit,
ajax.ca/fairrepresentation.

2016 Budget focus areas
As part of the 2015-2018 Community Action Plan, Council is committed to ensuring that tax rates remain reasonable and competitive. In keeping
with that commitment, the 2016 increase of 2.52 per cent in the Town’s share of the tax bill will add $34 for the average taxpayer. Over the last five
years, the Town’s average tax rate increase has been lower than the municipal average in the Durham Region. It is a priority of Council to continue
to see a reduction in the annual tax rate increase to 1.75 per cent.
The Town’s $29 million Capital Budget and $55.8 million Operating Budget was approved in late 2015 and early 2016. Council’s approval of the 2016
budgets were guided with input from residents through the annual Budget Builder survey.
Key projects and service delivery improvements include:
• upNext Ajax, New Youth Entrepreneur & Employment Experience Program.
• Roads and sidewalks remain a priority, with $17 million to connect and expand the transportation network.
• $8.5 million for parks, open spaces and Town buildings, including the design and construction of Pat Bayly Square and design of future phases of
the Audley Recreation Centre.
• Expanding the Library’s collection to ensure a balance between traditional media (hardcover books) and e-media (books and music), and an
offering of material in various languages.
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New

Ajax Waterfront
Policies for 2016

The Ajax Waterfront has quickly become a popular summer destination in
Durham Region. To enhance the Ajax Waterfront experience, the Town has approved
the following new policies for 2016.

Special Events/Gatherings

Barbeques (BBQ)

• Any group of 15 persons or more requires a permit.
• Permit holders are entitled to designated parking spaces.
• Permit holders are required to clean-up and dispose
of their own waste.
• Individuals are not allowed to make exclusive use of
the waterfront without a permit.

• All BBQ events require a permit.
• Only propane fueled BBQs (up to a maximum
tank size of 20 lbs) with a stand are permitted.
• Charcoal BBQs are not permitted.

Drones and Rockets
• Are not permitted.

Parking

Enforcement

Parking Study

• Parking is only permitted in designated parking lots
along the waterfront.
• Permanent “No Parking” signs have been placed
on one side of 10 local streets surrounding the
waterfront. The signs restrict parking between
May 15 and September 30 on Saturdays, Sundays
and Holidays between the hours of 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

• Dedicated Municipal Law Enforcement Officers
will enforce on-street parking restrictions and the
Town’s Park Bylaw along the waterfront between
May 15 and October 15.
• Dedicated Security Guards will manage Rotary Park
between May 15 and October 15.

• The Town will be collecting parking data throughout
the summer. The results will be used to develop
recommendations to further manage the demands
along the waterfront.

Forinformation,
rental or permit
please visit ajax.ca/facilitybookings,
email @
facilitybookings@ajax.ca
For rental or permit
pleaseinformation,
visit ajax.ca/facilitybookings,
email facilitybookings
ajax.ca
or call 905-619-2529, ext. 7200.
or call 905-619-2529, ext. 7200.

For more
on the 2016
Waterfront
Management
and By-Law Enforcement
or to provide
feedback,
Forinformation
more information
on the
2016 Waterfront
Management
and By-LawStrategy
Enforcement
Strategy
or to provide feedback,
@ajax.ca
or call 905-683-2951.
please visit ajax.ca/waterfrontmanagement,
email operationsemail
please visit ajax.ca/waterfrontmanagement,
operations@ajax.ca
or call 905-683-2951.

Shaun Collier, Regional Councillor, Wards 1 & 2 • 905-409-6891 • shaun.collier@ajax.ca
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The making of the new Downtown Ajax
In 2005, the Town began to aggressively revitalize Downtown Ajax. The vision is to create a
downtown that is ALIVE:
• Active, with pedestrian, cyclist and transit focus
• Liveable, as a place and destination to live, work, shop, eat and entertain
• Innovative with creative ideas in all development
• Vibrant with gathering places for community and cultural activities
• Eco-Focused with environmental elements throughout
The Town’s strategy was simple: encourage private sector development and continue
public investment. A vital first step in the Town’s revitalization plans was the 2005 Community
Improvement Plan. With this designation, the Town has the ability to offer financial incentives to
entice redevelopment within the Downtown boundaries. To date, over $35 million in incentives
have been provided or committed to developers.
Since 2005, more than $500 million has been invested or committed by private developers and over $100 million by institutions in the Ajax
Downtown area.
The Town has also invested over $11 million in major infrastructure projects such as Commercial Avenue ($1.4 million), street improvements
($420,000) and Town Hall Complex (over $10 million).
Today, the Town now has two major forward-thinking, progressive urban developments underway that embrace the Town’s vision for
Downtown Ajax. These developments will attract the next generation of leaders and families to Ajax.

Vision at Pat Bayly Square
Currently under construction at the corner of Bayly Street and Harwood Avenue,
Medallion’s Vision at Pat Bayly Square is the first phase of a $300-million urban,
mixed-use development that will become a gateway into Downtown Ajax.
Key Facts
• Expected to create over 300 jobs and will provide $36.5 million in tax revenue
over the next 40 years and $1.4 million every year thereafter.
• Residents of the development are anticipated to spend $71.6 million in goods
and services each year in Ajax.
• Phase 1 includes two 25-storey buildings with 569 residential units (rentals),
ground floor retail and 2nd floor office space, and the highly anticipated Pat
Bayly Square which will pay tribute to the Town’s history.
The first building is under construction and scheduled to be completed by mid
2017 and Pat Bayly Square is anticipated to open in late 2018.

Central Park Ajax
The latest urban destination to come to Downtown Ajax – Central Park Ajax. This Phase 1 - $180 million private development to be located
at the Ajax Plaza is a truly unique modern destination never seen before in the Region. The developer behind this visionary project is LeMine
Investment Group.
Key Facts
• Construction on the twin
tower, 10-storey, 410 unit
mixed use condominium
development will
commence once sales are
finalized.
• The development is
expected to create 250 jobs
and will provide $1.7 million
in property tax revenue in
the first 10 years.
• The sales pavilion recently
opened at the southwest
corner of Harwood Avenue
and Station Street and units
are now on sale.

Index Energy Steam Plant
Every project undertaken in the Downtown is critical to achieving the
Town’s vision. One of these projects is the $10 million redevelopment
of Index Energy Steam Plant – one of the original Defence Industries
Limited facilities.
Key Facts
• New bio-mass fuelled, carbon-neutral co-generation district
energy facility will generate steam for local business and industry
as well as 18 megawatts of electricity (with permissions to provide
up to 25 megawatts).
• The facility is currently in a testing phase and is expected to begin
full operation later this year.
thenewdowntownajax.com
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Mission to China primes Ajax
for future foreign investment
With $180 million of Chinese business investment in Downtown Ajax, the Town
recognized Ajax’s growing appeal to foreign investors.

Revera breaks ground
on new retirement
community in Ajax

To capitalize on the momentum, the Town was invited by LeMine Investment
Group on an economic development and investment mission to China in
October 2015.
A delegation from Ajax including the Mayor and senior staff participated
in four investment seminars, three formal meetings and several cultural
experiences in four cities - Beijing, Qinhuangdao, Guilin and Wuxi.

In March, Revera, a leading owner, operator and investor
in the senior living sector, broke ground on the site of the
company’s new $40 million independent living retirement
community at the intersections of Rossland Road and Westney
Road. The project is scheduled to open in 2017.

The objective of the mission was twofold – to meet with municipal officials
in strategic areas of China to discuss innovative approaches to business
development and to build relations and promote future business investment in
Ajax.
Municipal and business leaders who met with Ajax officials were impressed
with the interest from Canada and would like to work together in the future.
Next steps include a proposed Sister City relationship with Guilin and Olympic
Gardens development, a potential International Business Incubator in
partnership with Qinhuangdao Economic & Technological Development Zone
and working with LeMine Investment Group to facilitate investor meetings.

Revera anticipates that the Ajax development will generate
approximately 175 direct and indirect construction-related jobs
during the building process, and will create approximately 30
full-time staff positions when the community is fully operational.
Once complete, the new retirement community will boast
a range of innovative amenities, including 132 independent
living suites featuring full kitchens, in-suite laundry, and
balconies. The building will also include a state-of-the-art fitness
centre and spa, an outdoor exercise circuit and off-leash
dog park, restaurant-style, underground parking and private
storage. For more information, visit reveraliving.com.

Pat Bayly Square to pay tribute to Ajax’s storied history
The highly anticipated Pat Bayly Square will be the first of its
kind in the Region of Durham. Named after the first mayor of
Ajax, it will serve as an educational venue and provide stateof-the-art amenities for daily users, community functions and
cultural activities year round.
The square will feature a prominent skating rink/reflective pool,
an array of water fountains, cultural artwork, multi-functional
spaces for public gatherings, a multi-purpose stage, seating
areas, landscaping and a civic building. The contemporary
design of the square will reflect the surrounding architecture
and have a strong unified look.
The square will play homage to the Town’s history with a
special monument to honour the thousands of women who
worked at Defence Industries Limited during the Second
World War, and a unique pavement design reminiscent of
the coding pattern on a key stream tape found in a Rockex
machine, a Pat Bayly innovation.
The development of Pat Bayly Square is key to the creation
of a meaningful
destination point in
our downtown that
will have lasting
social and economic
development
benefits. Similar
to Nathan Phillips
Square and YongeDundas Square,
Pat Bayly Square
is set to become
one of the prime
community and
tourist attractions in
the region.

Marilyn Crawford, Councillor, Ward 1 • 905-550-1133 • marilyn.crawford@ajax.ca
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2016 Construction Projects
Roads

Location

Project Description

Expected
Completion
Date

Bayly Street and
Harwood Avenue
Intersection

Reconstruction of intersection
with concrete surface

Fall 2016

Bayly Street and
Westney Road
Intersection

Construction of a new east
bound right turn lane on Bayly
Street to Westney Road

Fall 2016

Clements Road West
and Green Court

Resurfacing from Westney
Road west to Green Court and
on Green Court

Fall 2016

Clover Ridge Drive –
Harwood Avenue to
Dreyer Drive

Road resurfacing

Fall 2016

Foord Road

Road resurfacing

Fall 2016

Harwood Avenue –
Westney Road to Lake
Driveway

Reduction of lanes from 4 lanes
to 2 lanes. On street parking
from Lake Driveway to McRae
Road and on street bike lanes
from McRae Road to Westney
Road.

Fall 2016

Harwood Avenue and
Hibbard Drive

New Traffic Signals

End of 2016

Lake Driveway West –
Westney Road to Parkes
Drive

Road resurfacing

July 2016

Ravenscroft Road
– Westney Road to
Delaney Drive

Road resurfacing

Fall 2016

Rossland Road – West
Town Limit to west of
Duffins Creek – Phase 2

Reconstruction and widening
of Rossland Road, new bridge
over Urfe Creek, on road bike
lanes, new sidewalk, new multiuse trail and new LED street
lights

End of 2017

Rotherglen Road South
– Kingston Road to
Bramwell Drive

Road resurfacing

Fall 2016

Salem Road and
Mandrake Street
Intersection

New south bound right turn
lane from Salem Road to
Mandrake Street

Fall 2016

Westney Road –
Rossland Road to
Delaney Drive/ Magill
Drive

Widening from 2 to 4 lanes

End of 2016

Durham Region Transit
changes in Ajax
Durham Region Transit has recently introduced service changes for the
Town of Ajax. The new routes were developed based on the evolving user
travel needs, road networks and projected development.

Service Improvements:
• Two-way bus service to all areas of Ajax. Eliminating large one-way
loops which subjected riders to lengthy travel times.
• Elimination of separate evening and Sunday routes. The routes will
operate Monday-Sunday, from morning until evening, on routes
offering 7 day a week service.
• A continuous east-west service along the Rossland Corridor from
the Pickering Parkway Terminal in Pickering to Harmony Terminal in
Oshawa. This provides a new east-west crosstown corridor across
Durham Region. This service will initially operate via Church and
Kingston Road to Pickering Parkway Terminal for 2016. Upon completion
of road work, service will operate via Brock and Kingston to Pickering
Parkway Terminal (planned for 2017).
• A north-south crosstown service from south Ajax to the PULSE on the
Kingston Road Corridor along the Pickering Beach Rd / Salem Rd
Corridor. Allowing for more direct travel from south Ajax to the retail
area at Kingston Road and Salem, and PULSE service on Kingston
Road. Riders will no longer travel via Ajax Station. This new crosstown
service will also provide access to the prestige employment areas on
Salem south of the Highway 401.
• A one seat ride from the PULSE and Kingston Road Corridor to the AjaxPickering Hospital.
• More direct trips for many riders to and/or from the Ajax Station.

Sidewalks and Trails
Location

Project Description

Expected
Completion Date

Carruthers Trail –
Taunton Road to
Rossland Road

New asphalt trail

June 2016

Carruthers Trail –
Carruthers Creek to
Alexanders Crossing

Paving of existing trail on north
side of Kingston Road

June 2016

Finley Avenue – Westney
Road to Bayly Street

New sidewalk on west side of
road

Fall 2016

Rotary Park

New asphalt trail from Lake
Driveway to Waterfront Trail

July 2016

Rossland Road –
Ravenscroft Road to
Mullen Park

New asphalt trail

Fall 2016

Williamson Drive

New bicycle lanes

Fall 2016

Location

Project Description

Expected
Completion Date

Beechridge Parkette

Playground, walkways and
landscaping

Summer 2016

Lakeside Park

Playground Retrofit

Summer 2016

Luvian Homes Parkette –
Keith-Wright Crescent

Junior playground, pathways,
landscaping and site furniture

Fall 2016

Medallion
Neighbourhood Park –
Gillett Drive

Junior soccer field, basketball
court, exercise equipment,
playground, swings, trails and
landscaping

Summer 2016

Millers Creek Park

Safe place to play, fence at
playground

Summer 2016

Rotary Park
Improvements

Paving of driveway and boat
launch parking lot

Fall 2016

Parks

For more information, visit durhamregiontransit.com.

How to use a roundabout
The Town’s transportation network features 11 roundabouts, five on
Williamson Drive, two on Pickering Beach Road and one each on Kerrison
Drive, Seggar Avenue, Boyd Crescent and Lloydminster Avenue.
A roundabout is a circular
intersection that does not
include stop signs or traffic
lights. They provide lower
speeds, fewer collisions and
fewer delays. They also help to
reduce emissions as motorists
are continuously moving. They
feature a center median, splitter
island, yield sign, pedestrian
crossing and share the road
single file signs. It’s important
that motorists, pedestrians and cyclists understand how to properly and
safely navigate a roundabout.
• Motorists yield to users (pedestrians, cyclists and other vehicles) that
are already in the roundabout upon entry. Vehicles travel in a counter
clockwise direction in the roundabout and exit at the desired street.
• Pedestrians can cross a roundabout by using the crosswalks.
Pedestrians to look left prior to crossing to the splitter island and look
right prior to exiting the splitter island.
• Cyclists can cross a roundabout like a pedestrian or enter a
roundabout like a vehicle.
To educate residents, the Town has developed a roundabout instructional
video. Watch the video and test your roundabout knowledge at
ajax.ca/transportation.

Harwood and Bayly intersection reconstruction
The intersection of Harwood Avenue and Bayly Street has been selected as the first intersection in Durham Region to receive a concrete upgrade.
The intersection is in need of resurfacing and the new upgrades will improve maintenance and lifespan of the intersection.
The project is scheduled to start in July 2016 and is expected to take two to three months to complete. Traffic will be impacted during construction,
including delays, closures and lane restrictions. Town of Ajax staff are working with the Region of Durham to ensure the work is completed as
efficiently as possible. For more information and updates, visit durham.ca.
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Town recognizes dedicated
community volunteers

Each year, the Town of Ajax
recognizes and honours the
achievements and contributions
of community volunteers. These
prestigious awards express the Town’s
appreciation of the many individuals,
groups and businesses who dedicate
their time and expertise for the
betterment of the Town.
On April 13, in conjunction with
National Volunteer Week, the
following award recipients were
recognized at a special ceremony.

COMMUNITY AWARDS
2015 Ajax Civic Award - Adult recipient Sepelene
Deonarine with Regional Councillor Shaun Collier

Arts & Culture: Susanne Whiteside
Community Event: Mary Poulson
Community Safety: Kenroy Wilson
Diversity & Community Engagement:

Marie Blanchard-Thomas
Education: Mandy Boyes

Good Deed: Ajax Home Depot, Jennifer
Harrison, Lencil James & Shane Smith
Health & Social Service: David Arber
Recreation: Cid Connon
Senior Support: Older Adult Advisory
Committee of the Ajax Public Library
Ajax Senior of the Year: Reginald

Lawrance

Ajax Civic Award Youth: Abhira

Raveendran
2015 Ajax Civic Award - Youth recipient Abhira
Raveendran with Regional Councillor Shaun Collier

Ajax Civic Award Adult: Sepelene

Deonarine

Volunteer and make a difference in our community
Whether you are looking to fulfill community hours for high school, gain specific work
experience, make a new friend, or simply enjoy giving back to our community, our
volunteer program encourages participation by individuals, families, organized groups
and businesses.

Why volunteer?

• It’s personally rewarding, satisfying and FUN!
• Sharing your skills and talents makes a
difference in our community.
• Meet new people and community leaders.
• Gain work related skills, experience and
professional development.
• Earn volunteer hours for high school
requirements.

For more information and to submit an online
application, visit ajax.ca/volunteer

Top 10 Ajax Diversity
Facts
Diversity has become one of Ajax’s greatest strengths
and assets. The Town of Ajax embraces and values
diversity in order to promote an engaged, healthy and
inclusive community.

Did you know?
1. Ajax is the most multicultural municipality in
Durham Region, with 31% of our population made
up of newcomers.
2. On October 22, 2016, Ajax will be the first Durham
Region municipality to host a diversity conference.
3. The Town recognizes and celebrates many diverse
events including: Thai Pongal Celebrations, Black
History Month, Asian & South Asian Heritage
Month, Diwali, Eid Celebrations, Pride Month and
more!
4. Ajax is multilingual! Most commonly spoken
languages include Hindi, Tamil, Urdu, Farsi,
Cantonese, Mandarin, Arabic and Patois.
Language Line Translation Services are available
at all Ajax facilities.
5. Ajax connects and engages with all residents to
promote diversity and inclusion through its Diversity
and Community Engagement and Accessibility
Advisory Committees.
6. The Town of Ajax is the first municipality to march
in the Durham Pride Parade and continues to
participate in the event annually.
7. Ajax was the only municipality in Durham Region
to participate in the World Pride Parade (Toronto
2014).
8. The Town of Ajax is the first municipality to host the
Durham Pride Prom in Durham Region.
9. Ajax is the only host Municipality outside of the
City of Toronto to host a Pride House for the 2015
Pan Am Games.
10. The Town of Ajax works collaboratively with
over 12 multicultural community groups.
To learn more about Diversity in Ajax, visit
ajax.ca/diversecommunity.

New library card series celebrates Ajax
The Ajax Library has introduced a new series of library cards that celebrates the Town’s past,
present and future.
The Library in 1966 is highlighted on a card that shows a former librarian exploring the
collection at the Harwood Avenue and Kings Crescent branch location. The following year,
a new Main Branch opened as part of the Ajax Municipal Complex at 65 Harwood Ave.
The Vision at Pat Bayly Square is a highly anticipated development in Downtown Ajax. The
architectural rendering on this card showcases this landmark development in the heart of
Ajax.
The Ajax Waterfront is one of the key features of our Town. It is the longest stretch of
undeveloped waterfront in southern Ontario. This card features residents enjoying a summer
day along the waterfront.
The HMS Ajax card features a historic photo of the ship steaming towards Oshawa on its visit
to Canada in 1963. The Town was named after this ship, one of three ships that defeated the
German battleship Graf Spee at the Battle of the River plate near Uruguay in 1939.
While the previous cards will still be accepted, residents can drop by any library branch and
replace an old card for just 50¢. For information on how to become a library member, visit
ajaxlibrary.ca.

Joanne Dies, Councillor, Ward 3 • 905-626-1916 • joanne.dies@ajax.ca
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Then and Now – Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce (CIBC)
Banking services for the employees of Defence Industries Limited were provided by The Canadian Bank of Commerce, which opened a branch on
August 22, 1941. The wood frame building stood between the Ajax Post Office and the Accounting and Payroll Office on the east side of the Plant
Road (now Harwood Avenue). The bank relocated in 1945 to another location on Harwood Avenue where it remained until moving into the new
Harwood Plaza in 1952. The Canadian Bank of Commerce and the Imperial Bank of Canada merged in 1961 forming the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce (CIBC). The Ajax CIBC branch took over the Kemps Pharmacy in the plaza in 1979 and expanded into the space it still occupies today.
The branch, the oldest continuously operating business in Ajax, celebrates its 75th anniversary in 2016.

CIBC 1941

CIBC 2016

2016 Ajax Festivals & Events
Ajax Canada Day
Celebrations
Friday, July 1
Ajax Downs
50 Alexander’s Crossing
5:30 – 10 p.m.

Keep Ajax
clean and
green!

Movies in the Park
Friday, July 15
Audley Recreation Centre
Park
1955 Audley Rd. N.
Dusk (approx. 9 p.m.)

Help eliminate litter in Ajax with
these tips.

Friday, August 19
Ajax Community Centre
Sports Fields
75 Centennial Rd.
Dusk (approx. 9 p.m.)

Theatre in the Park
Summer in the Square

Wednesdays throughout July &
August
Ajax Town Hall, Heritage Square
65 Harwood Ave. S.
Music in the Square
7 - 8:30 p.m.
July 6: Beach Party Boys
July 20: Pop Idols in Concert
August 3: Motown Mania
August 17: Abbamania
August 31: King Creole
Kids in the Square
7 - 8 p.m.
July 13: Princess Parties by
Simone
July 27: Lenny Graf - Musical
Fun-Time Show
August 10: TEAM T & J
August 24: ROCKgarden Party

Tuesday, July 26
Rotary Park
177 Lake Driveway W.
7 p.m.

Taste Ajax

Pumpkinville

Ajax Spirit Walk

What’s on at the St.
Francis Centre for
Community, Arts &
Culture (78 Church St. S.)

Doors Open Ajax

St. Francis Centre 5th Anniversary
Celebration & 2016/17 Season
Launch
Saturday, July 9
7 p.m.
$30/ticket (incl. taxes)

Saturday, August 13
Rotary Park
177 Lake Driveway W.
Noon – 8 p.m.

Saturday, September 17
Rotary Park Pavilion
177 Lake Driveway W.
8 p.m.

Saturday, October 1
Various sites throughout Ajax
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Saturday, October 15
Greenwood Conservation Area
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

“Murder at Sea: A Cruise of
TITANIC Proportions”
Mystery Dinner Theatre
Saturday, October 8
6 p.m.
$70/ticket (incl. dinner, show &
taxes)

• Do NOT use park waste
receptacles for household
waste, this results in overfull
containers.
• Pack a litter free picnic and
use re-usable containers to
reduce waste in the parks.
• When you visit open spaces
take your litter home.
• Organize a litter pick with
your friends. The Town will
provide free supplies!
• Always pick up your dog’s
waste, the best way to
dispose of it is to flush it
down the toilet.
• Check out the new Green
Event Policy for rules on
properly sorting your waste
at Ajax facilities and within
parks.
• Make sure your recycling
bins are secured on
collection day.
Do you have a favourite
greenspace or park?
Individuals, community groups
and businesses are invited to
organize a one-time litter pick
or adopt an outdoor space
in Ajax. Learn more about the
Adopt-A-Park, Trail or Road
Program at ajax.ca/adopt.

Dracula by DuffleBag Theatre
(Children’s Performance)
Saturday, October 29
2 p.m.
$20/ticket (incl. taxes)

Stay Connected – ajax.ca
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Like us on Facebook - facebook.com/myajax

Follow us on Twitter - twitter.com/townofajax

Watch us on YouTube - youtube.com/thetownofajax

Email us - contactus@ajax.ca

Pat Brown, Councillor, Ward 4 • 905-626-2301 • pat.brown@ajax.ca

