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CIP Financial Incentives for 2014
Façade Improvement Grant Program  
Funds 50%, to a maximum of $10,000, for historically designated or listed properties to 
undertake exterior renovations and an additional $5,000 for structural or weather/water 
proofing repairs. For buildings with two or more storefronts or frontages a grant equal to 50%, 
to a maximum of $30,000.  

Sign Grant Program   
A 50% matching grant program, to a maximum of $2,000, for new signage, improvements to 
existing signs and decorative signage lighting for commercial and institutional properties.

Other incentives include Redevelopment Tax Rebate Program, Planning and Development 
Fees Rebate Program, Development Charge Exemption/Reduction Program and Reduced 
Parkland Dedication Requirement Program. Incentive programs will commence in early 2014. 

For more information, visit www.pvhcdproject.com or www.ajax.ca/pvcip  
or call Christy Chrus at 905-619-2529, ext 3200.

Pickering Village 
receives historic designation

 

Ajax Council has proudly approved the Pickering Village Heritage Conservation 
District (HCD) Plan, establishing the first HCD in the Town’s history. The purpose of this 
designation is to guide future development in Pickering Village and to preserve the 

distinct and historic character of the area. A HCD is a collection of buildings, streets, and 
open spaces that collectively are of special historical and/or architectural significance to the 
community. 

The HCD Plan includes a complete list of the common architectural styles both historic and 
modern within the village, design details of architectural features, maintenance tips and 
useful links to resource material. Property owners within the HCD require a Heritage Permit 
to undertake major work on the property.  To complement the HCD, the Town has also 
developed a Pickering Village Community Improvement Plan (CIP) which offers a variety 
of financial incentives to property and business owners within Pickering Village to make 
improvements and upgrades to their buildings and property.

The Duffin Creek Sewage Treatment 
Plant discharges treated sewage (into 
the lake) that is rich in phosphorus, 

a fertilizing nutrient required for algae 
growth. Too much of this food causes 
excessive algae growth along our 
nearshore. 

And…York and Durham Regions 
want to release more! 
The Regions (the owners of the plant) 
want to double the amount of treated 
sewage released daily to accommodate 
400,000 additional York residents by 
2031. The Regions only want to make 
minor changes to the outfall that will 
not reduce the amount of phosphorus 
being discharged. Recently, the Regions 
filed their preferred alternative with the 
Ontario Minister of Environment.   

Who makes the final decision? 
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.  
Voice your concerns  
by Feb. 17, 2014!
Email: MPP Joe Dickson  
(jdickson.mpp@liberal.ola.org),  
Minister of the Environment  
(minister.moe@ontario.ca), and  
EA Project (info@outfallEA.com). 

Phosphorus pollution is preventable. 
Protect Lake Ontario.

www.saveourwaterfrontnow.com

Watch the exclusive under water 
footage of the excessive algae 
growth on the Ajax lakebed at  
ajax.ca/wpcp. 
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Busy lives and long commutes can make it difficult to attend 
a polling station within limited hours on a single day. For the 
2014 Election, Ajax voters will be able to cast a ballot from 

the comfort of their home using a computer, smart phone, tablet 
device, or touchtone phone, 24 hours a day over an eight day 
period! For voters that don’t have these devices, require extra 
assistance, or just prefer to attend a polling station, the Town will still 
operate polling stations during Advanced Voting and Election Day. 

In addition to the convenience, electronic voting can enhance 
the voting experience for persons of varying abilities, providing for 
an independent and private voting experience. 

Electronic voting is also more sustainable. In the Town’s case, we 
will no longer require the printing and subsequent shredding of 
more than 60,000 paper ballots. 

Offices to be Elected
• One Mayor
• Two Regional Councillors
• Four Local Councillors
• One Regional Chair, Region of Durham* 
• Two Trustees, Durham District School Board 
• One Trustee, Durham Catholic District School Board 
• One Trustee, Conseil Scolaire de District du Centre Sud-Ouest
• One Trustee, Conseil Scolaire de District Catholique Centre-Sud

* For the first time ever, voters across Durham Region will now be 
able to cast a ballot for the Chair of Durham Regional Council. 
This position was previously appointed by members of Regional 
Council.

Ask Council  

In November, Canada’s Governor General David Johnston launched 
a national campaign aimed at encouraging Canadians to find their 
“giving moment” and act on it. We asked Council what they thought 

about the campaign: 
“Volunteering and giving back is ingrained in Ajax’s history and culture. 
This national campaign exemplifies who we are as a community and I 
encourage all residents to volunteer and find ways to contribute their 
unique talents and skills to the community.” 
—   Mayor Steve Parish 
“There is so much each of us can do every day to make a difference. 
Something as simple as welcoming a new neighbour to the community, 
can leave a lasting impression and strengthens our community.” 
—   Regional Councillor Shaun Collier, Ward 1 & 2  
“The generosity and spirit of our residents never ceases to amaze me. 
This campaign provides a platform for all Canadians to share their 
moments and inspire others to find theirs.”  
—   Regional Councillor Colleen Jordan, Ward 3 & 4 
“Our country is a mosaic of diverse individuals, collectively as a nation 
we can all draw on our unique talents to contribute to a more caring 
and inclusive society.” 
—   Councillor Marilyn Crawford, Ward 1 
“There are so many ways for us all to give back, from volunteering to 
coaching local sports teams to helping out at the 2015 Pan Am Games. 
Volunteering is extremely rewarding and unites us all.” 
—   Councillor Renrick Ashby, Ward 2 
“We all have the ability to make a difference in our community. This 
campaign provides inspiration for all Canadians to take action for the 
collective good.”  
—   Councillor Joanne Dies, Ward 3 
“As our town continues to grow so do the organizations that serve Ajax. 
This increases the need for volunteers to carry out their important work in 
the community.”
—   Councillor Pat Brown, Ward 4 

Look for the new online volunteer bulletin board at ajax.ca coming 
in early 2014. We also invite residents to submit nominations for the 
Volunteer Recognition Awards in January 2014. Nominate individuals, 
groups and businesses, who you believe have made a difference in our 
community.  To learn more, contact Cayla DaSilva at 905-619-2529, ext. 
7232 or cayla.dasilva@ajax.ca.

News in Brief 
New Ajax Go Station parking structure complete 

The last two levels of the Ajax multi-level 
parking structure opened in November. 
The structure provides Ajax Go customers 
with a total of 1,000 new parking spaces 

and is fully accessible by elevators. 
The car counting system at both 

entrances indicates when each 
level is full. Parking spaces for 

non-reserved customers 
are located on level 

two and higher. 

UK to unveil new HMS Ajax submarine in 2024
Did you know the UK Ministry of Defence is building a new Astute 
Class nuclear-powered submarine called the HMS Ajax? The Astute 
classes of submarines have greater firepower, state-of-the-art 
communications equipment and advanced stealth technology. 

Town continues to treat and remove trees due to 
Emerald Ash Borer  
As part of the Town’s Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan, the 
Town has commenced removal of Ash trees that are declining or 
dead from Emerald Ash Borer. Approximately 220 municipal trees 
are expected to be removed during the first phase. The majority of 
the trees are located in the north-west quadrant of Town where the 
insect was first discovered. Residents that will have tree(s) removed 
have been notified. The majority of the trees will be replaced in the 
spring of 2014. Further, approximately 800 trees were injected with 
the insecticide TreeAzin this past summer. This included treatment of 
municipal Ash trees throughout Ajax, including Ash trees growing in 
the park system.  

Important Dates
• Candidate Nomination Period – January 2 to September 12, 2014
• Enumeration – April to June 2014.

o Municipal Property Assessment Corporation updates voters list. 
• Voters List Revisions – Beginning September 2, 2014.
• Voting Period – October 20 to October 27, 2014. 
• New Term Begins – Dec 1, 2014. 

Who is eligible to vote?
A person is entitled to be an elector in the 2014 Municipal Election if, on 
voting day, he/she is:

• A Canadian citizen
• At least 18 years of age
• A resident of the Town of Ajax or an owner or tenant of land (as 

assessed under the Assessment Act) in the Town of Ajax, or the spouse of 
such owner or tenant

Interested in becoming a candidate?
In order to be an eligible candidate, you must meet the criteria for being 
an eligible voter, and not be disqualified from holding office for some other 
reason. Candidate nominations for office will be accepted from January 2 to 
September 12, 2014. Nominations must be submitted in person at Ajax Town 
Hall (65 Harwood Ave. S.).

2014 Municipal Election Preview 
We are making voting more convenient, more accessible and more sustainable

Mayor Steve Parish  •  905-924-4220  •  steve.parish@ajax.ca

Oct. 20 to 27, 2014

online phone polls
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Downtown 
revitalization 
projects taking 
shape 
Keep up-to-date at  
www.thenewdowntownajax.com 

Vision at Pat Bayly Square

Construction has commenced on the first building 
at the southwest corner of Bayly Street and 
Harwood Avenue. This is the first high rise building 
to be constructed in the downtown since 1984. This 
building will be 25 storeys in height, and will include 
284 apartment units, just over 30,000 sq. ft of office 
space and approximately 6,500 sq. ft. of ground 
floor retail space. Also attached is a  civic facility 
that will include public washrooms, seating and a 
stage for the future neighbouring Pat Bayly Square. 
Parking will be provided in a four-level underground 
garage. The first step in building construction – 
shoring and excavation - will be completed by the 
beginning of 2014. This building is expected to take 
about two years to complete. 

Index Energy Steam Plant

Construction is well underway on the 
redevelopment of the Steam Plant on Mills Road. 
An important step toward downtown revitalization, 
this new district energy facility will use biomass as 
fuel to generate steam for local businesses and 
industry as well as 18 megawatts of electricity 
(with permissions to provide up to 25 megawatts). 
The new building will include office space, new 
emission control equipment, a new cooling 
tower, and a heritage display inside the building 
to recognize the role of the facility in generating 
power to support munitions production for Defense 
Industries Limited during World War II. The facility is 
expected to be operational by the fall of 2014.

Grand Harwood Place

Grand Harwood Place is the next chapter in the 
ongoing transformation of the Downtown. Located 
at Ajax Plaza on the west side of Harwood Avenue 
south of Station Street, this development will 
include two 10-storey buildings that will provide 
268 condominium apartment units, approximately 
32,000 sq. ft. of ground floor retail space and about 
30,000 sq. ft. of office space facing Harwood 
Avenue. New marketing signs have been put in 
place to announce the project, and a sales office 
will be placed on-site in the spring of 2014. 

Council’s 
promise to 
create local 
high quality 
jobs exceeds 
expectations 
Town surpasses 2,015 by 2015 job growth projections   

Council continues to keep their commitment to inform residents and businesses 
of new high quality jobs with the three year OnTrack campaign, adding 850 key 
sector jobs in 2013. 

 A component of the Town’s 10 year Economic Development and Tourism Strategy, 
OnTrack endeavours to create and retain 2,015 jobs by the year 2015 in four key 
sectors: manufacturing, business services, health & human services and tourism. 

Since the strategy was initiated in 2010, 2,440 jobs have been created and 
retained to date. 

View OnTrack job 
announcement videos at  
www.ontrackajax.ca, featuring: 

• One Medical Centre – 
OnTrack launch 

• Elmstone 
• Homewood Suites 
• IL Fornello
• Intact Insurance  

(Part 1 & 2)
• M.A. Stewart & Sons
• Endras Infiniti 
• Hazmasters

Major 2014 Road Construction Projects:
Location Project Description

Rossland Road – West Town Limit 
to east of Church Street

Realignment of Rossland Road at Church Street 
to remove the jog, new bridges over East Duffins 
Creek and Urfe Creek, road reconstruction, and a 
multi-use trail on the south side of Rossland Road

Kingston Road (Hwy. 2) – west of 
Harwood Avenue to Salem Road

Construction of bus only and bicycle lanes by the 
Region of Durham

Audley Road – Taunton Road to 
Rossland Road

Road reconstruction to a 2-lane, rural standard 
including on road bike lanes

Kitney Drive Extension to Ajax 
Community Centre

Extension of Kitney Drive from south of Bayly Street 
to the Ajax Community Centre

Log onto the specialty site at www.ontrackajax.ca to learn more about local job 
opportunities, key sectors, scroll the interactive timeline, sign-up for updates and share 
videos and updates on Facebook and Twitter.  

2,440  
jobs

2011 – 350 jobs

2010 – 540 jobs

2013 – 850 jobs 

2012 – 700 jobs

Shaun Collier, Regional Councillor, Wards 1 & 2  •  905-409-6891  •  shaun.collier@ajax.ca

Endras Infiniti Ground Breaking

http://www.ontrackajax.ca
mailto:shaun.collier%40ajax.ca?subject=
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Adopt-A-Road  
in Ajax! 
The Town’s newly introduced Adopt-

A-Road program allows community 
groups, organizations and businesses 

to adopt a road and commit to three litter 
collections per year. This helps to maintain 
local roadways and keep them clear of 
debris and litter. In recognition, a sign is 
erected by the Town to acknowledge the 
support of the organization.

The Rotary Club of Ajax and Logistics in 
Motion were the first two organizations to 
sign-on to the program. 

For more information, contact Steve Brake, 
Manager of Operations & Environmental 
Services at 905-619-2529, ext. 4206 or  
steve.brake@ajax.ca.   

Town and 
Southwood Park 
P.S. pilot safety 
programs 

The Ajax Moves 3 Ways cam-
paign, which started in 2012, 
is a traffic safety campaign to 

promote respect among all road 
users. This September, the cam-
paign was expanded to include 
school zone safety information for 
students, parents and residents of 
school zones. The official launch 
took place at Southwood Park 
Public School during the third 
week of the school year. Students 
and parents were given safety tip cards and 
promotional items to guide them to the Ajax 
Moves 3 Ways website where they could find 
additional information. Ambassadors includ-
ed Town staff, school staff, parent council 
members, Durham Public Health represen-
tatives and DRPS officers who were at the 

school to speak with teachers, parents and 
students.

In addition to this campaign, an Active 
and Safe Routes to School program was 
initiated at Southwood Park Public School. 
This program, through Green Communities 

Canada, will work 
with students, parents, 
and staff to teach the 
importance of active 
travel to and from 
school as a way to 
help kids reach their 
daily recommended 
amount of physical 
exercise. Students 
will participate in 
contests and activities 
aimed at increasing 
their active travel 

habits. At the completion of this program, 
a School Travel Plan will be created for the 
School that will recommend physical and 
educational changes and ensure long-term 
improvements to travel habits. 

To learn more, visit www.ajaxmoves3ways.ca.

Greenwood Conservation Lands Recreation Plan

Reducing 
greenhouse gases 
a priority for 
Council 
Town pledges to reduce GHG 
emissions by 20%

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are 
released into the atmosphere 
both naturally and through human 

induced actions such as electricity 
production, transportation and waste 
disposal. 

In 2005, 538,837 tonnes of GHGs were 
released into the atmosphere in Ajax alone, 
and if the community continues to operate 
as we do GHG levels are predicted to 
increase to 680,322 tonnes by 2020. The 
global increase of GHGs is said to be the 
leading cause of climate change.

Council has pledged to reduce GHG 
emissions by 20% within the corporation, 
and 6% within the community by 2020. To 
do this, the Town included a local action 
plan (LAP) to reduce emission within the 
newly adopted Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan.

Actions within the LAP include expanding 
the Town’s green fleet, delivering an anti 
idling campaign, producing an energy 
conservation plan, and increasing waste 
diversion at facilities. 

For more information,  
visit www.sustainableajax.ca. 

Solar panels convert sunlight directly into elec-
tricity without releasing greenhouse gases unlike 
fossil fuelled electricity generation.

The newly preserved 
Greenwood Conservation 
Lands is comprised of four 

parcels (Brock North, Brock 
South, the Rodar property, and 
Greenwood Conservation Area). 
These lands cover 675 hectares 
(1,668 acres). To guide the 
management and use of these 
lands over the next 25 years, the 
Toronto Region Conservation 
Authority (TRCA) developed a 
master plan. 

A key component of the plan 
that will be of interest to residents 
is the recreation proposal. The 
full recreation design is a long-
term venture and will require 
annual reviews and funding 
considerations. Some of the 
recommended uses include a 
Bike Park, a Low Ropes Course, 
a Picnic/Day Use Area and 
Community Gardens. One of 
the priority areas will be the 

revitalization of Brock South of 
which the TRCA has identified 11 
projects for completion over the 
next five years. 

Brock South  
5 Year Plan 
2013

• Soil conditioning of agricultural 
area

• Site clean up 
• Fence installation

2014 
• Assessment of Off Leash 

Area & Church Street 
decommissioning

• Management agreement for 
Brock South & Greenwood 
Conservation Area

2015 
• Off Leash Area phase 1
• Church Street decommission
• Greenwood Trail connection

2016 
• Rail Trail upgrades
• Off Leash Area phase 2
• Public Use Area
• Parking Lots

Greenwood Conservation Lands promise more outdoor 
recreation enjoyment for residents

Colleen Jordan, Regional Councillor, Wards 3 & 4  •  905-626-3639  •  colleen.jordan@ajax.ca

Logistics in Motion 

The Rotary Club of Ajax 

mailto:colleen.jordan%40ajax.ca?subject=
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Complete Financial 
Sustainability Plan 
tutorial 

Download the Town’s new 
Financial Sustainability Plan 
(FSP) online tutorial at www.

ajax.ca/fsp. A self guided review 
of the components of FSP, Slots 
Revenue Facts and Understanding 
the Budget Process. 

Help make PAN AM Ajax  
a home run
Sign up to volunteer today

Anticipation and excitement is growing as we prepare to 
welcome the world to the President’s Choice Ajax Pan Am 
Ball Park (located adjacent to the Audley Recreation Centre) 

in July 2015.  The Town will welcome close to 450 athletes and 
170,000 spectators over the 16 day period.  To deliver an event of 
this magnitude, volunteers are needed to ensure a seamless and 
successful event.

If you are interested in volunteering for the games, visit www.ajax.
ca/panam.  Sign up and you’ll be sent notification from the Town 
of Ajax and/or TO2015 when general or games-time volunteer 
opportunities become available. 

United We Play!

Count on good times and 
meeting friends at Town 
Youth Spaces 

Did you know the Town has four dedicated drop-in Youth Spaces 
for young people 11 to 18 years old? The Spaces are free for 
use and are open Monday through Sunday (dates and hours 

vary based on location). Each Space offers unique programming and 
activities from cooking nights to table games to the latest technology 
consoles. 

• The Lounge – 
McLean Community 
Centre

• The Zone – Ajax 
Community Centre

• The Space – Audley 
Recreation Centre

• The Spot * - J.Clarke 
Richardson 
Collegiate & Notre 
Dame Secondary 
School campus

* only open to 
students who attend 
either school 

Youth are encouraged to visit the Town’s Youth Spaces, where they 
can participate, meet friends and have a good time. For more 
information, visit ajaxyouth.ca or follow @youthofAJAX.

Volunteer Recognition Award nominations open 
January 2014 

Each year, Council 
recognizes and honours 
the achievements and 

contributions of community 
volunteers through the Town’s 
Volunteer Recognition Awards.

Nomination forms will be 
available in early 2014 at all 
Town facilities and public 
libraries. We invite you to 
submit nominations for those 
individuals, groups and 
businesses, who you believe 
have made a significant 
contribution to our town. 

The nomination deadline 
is March 3, 2014 and the 
Volunteer Recognition 
Award Ceremony is held in 
conjunction with National 
Volunteer Week, April 6 to 13, 
2014.  For more information, 
contact Cayla Da Silva at 905-
619-2529, ext. 7232 or  
cayla.dasilva@ajax.ca. 

Marilyn Crawford, Councillor, Ward 1  •  905-550-1133  •  marilyn.crawford@ajax.ca

On
lin

e 
Tu

to
ri

al

www.ajax.ca
	 	 I n d e x  |  P r i n t   |   E x i t  u		

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
TOWN OF AJAX 2013

mailto:marilyn.crawford%40ajax.ca?subject=


6 Ajax Today Winter 2013

The NEW Audley Recreation Centre is 
open for business!

Stay active this winter with a variety of group fitness and aquafit classes. Bring a friend and 
let our dynamic instructors motivate you with a challenging and fun Zumba®, Socacize™, 
CycleFit or BootCamp class!

Look for our new culinary programs that take place in the community room, which features 
a teaching kitchen. Our preschool programs offer a wide variety of play based learning 
opportunities for infants and children up to 7 years of age.

Sports enthusiasts can register for cricket and volleyball programs featured in our state-of-the-
art gymnasium.  Drop-in sports programs are also available and include: Family Open Gym on 
Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. to Noon, and Children’s Floor Hockey on Monday evenings from 
6:15 to 8:15 p.m.

Check out our Winter 2014 edition of the Community Recreation and Parks Guide for more 
program information. 

Historic Ajax 
tree receives 
prestigious 
heritage 
designation 

In October, Ajax Council and Trees Ontario, 
with the help of students from Duffins Bay 
Public School, designated a 225 year old 

Red Oak at the foot of Harwood Ave. S. It is 
the first recognized heritage tree in Ajax and 
the 21st in Ontario. 

Land records confirm that the tree resides 
in an area that was part of a 5,000-acre 
land parcel originally given to Major John 
Smith in 1792. The tree is part of Ajax’s 
storied history and is fittingly situated directly 
west of Veterans’ Point Gardens, a special 
monument dedicated to the Town’s history 
and heritage. 

Ajax uncovers Workmen’s Circle Retreat 
— a lost chapter in the Town’s history

In the spring of 2012, the Town began investigating what appeared to be an abandoned 
summer cottage area on the west bank of Duffins Creek.  What was discovered was part of the 
community’s history that had not been documented in the Ajax Archives.  

Through the Toronto Workmen’s Circle 
Organization, a group devoted to the 
promotion of social and economic justice 
and the Jewish culture and the Yiddish 
language, it was uncovered that the area 
was home to two separate summer vacation 
destinations - Workmen’s Circle Colony and 
Camp Yungvelt.

Workmen’s Circle Colony
The Colony was established in 1926 as a 
summer destination for members of the 
organization. Approximately 50 acres of 
land (north east section of Church Street 
and Rossland Road) was purchased by 23 
families, who each built a summer cottage. 
The Colony remained in use until the 1980’s 
and was purchased by a developer in 2001. 

Camp Yungvelt
Camp Yungvelt was established on land 
to the east of Duffins Creek in 1926 on land 
donated by the Colony. The camp was 
like any other summer camp, with activities 
planned throughout the day, including 
sports and crafts. The program also focused 
on cultural and educational components, 
including reading and speaking Yiddish. 
The camp closed in 1971, after 45 years of 
operation. 

Camp Yungvelt 1927

Photo credits: Workmen’s Circle, Peretz School, Toronto

The Colony 1960

Renrick Ashby, Councillor, Ward 2 • 905-621-6062 • renrick.ashby@ajax.ca

mailto:renrick.ashby%40ajax.ca?subject=
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Safety is the first 
ingredient to preventing 
kitchen fires

In Ontario, careless or unattended cooking is the number 
one cause of home fires, resulting in millions of dollars in 
property damage, injuries and, tragically, loss of life. This 

fact is also reflected in the Ajax community, with statistics 
showing that the 
leading cause 
of fires is directly 
related to cooking.  

Ajax Fire would like 
to remind residents 
to follow the tips below: 

• Watch what you heat! Stay in the kitchen when 
cooking. 

• Keep a proper-fitting pot lid near the stove when 
cooking. If a pot catches fire, slide the lid over the pot 
and turn off the stove. Do not move the pot. 

• NEVER throw water on a cooking fire. 
• Make sure the stove is off before going to bed. 
• Wear tight-fitting or rolled up sleeves when using the 

stove. Loose, dangling clothing can easily catch fire. 
• Keep combustible items such as dishcloths, paper 

towels and pot holders a safe distance from the stove. 
• Keep children away from the stove. Make sure pot 

handles are turned inward and electrical cords are not 
dangling from countertops.

• If a fire on the stove is beyond your control, use 
your home escape plan and evacuate the house 
immediately. Call 9-1-1 from outside the house and do 
not go back inside. 

Residents can now 
apply for funds for 
neighbourhood events
Call for applications will open January 2014

The Town is excited to announce a new Neighbourhood 
Activity/Event Social Infrastructure Fund! Ajax residents 
are encouraged to apply for funds to support local 

neighbourhood-based activities and/or events. 

The Town will consider providing some or all of the 
requested funds 
or will consider 
waiving of fees if the 
primary purpose of 
the activity/event 
meets all eligibility 
criteria. All activities/
events that the Town will consider supporting must be 
free and open to all members of their neighbourhood, 
be welcoming and inclusive, and support strengthening 
relationships amongst neighbours. 

For more information, contact Cayla Da Silva at  
cayla.dasilva@ajax.ca, 905-619-2529, ext. 7232 or Lisa 
Warth at lisa.warth@ajax.ca, 905-619-2529, ext. 7243, or visit 
connectingneighbours.ca.

New and exciting changes at the Library

It has been a busy fall at the Ajax Public Library. The Main Branch Library completed renovations, including new carpeting, painting and reducing 
the height of the shelving. The result is a fresh, new look and more accessible materials. If you haven’t been to see the newly renovated Main 
Branch, make sure you stop in for a visit. In addition, the Library introduced a fantastic new catalogue and an eBook collection that is exclusive to 

Ajax residents. 

Explore the new and improved catalogue
The new online catalogue makes finding what you want easier and faster. It’s like having an 
Ajax Public Library branch right in your home! With smarter search options, it’s easy to find 
what you’re looking for and quickly place holds or renew items. Visit ajaxlibrary.ca and click 
on the “Catalogue” link at the top of the page.

Discover the new eBook collection
Get access to eBooks and eAudiobooks faster with the Library’s new OverDrive collection. It 
is available to Ajax customers only, meaning you don’t have to wait in line behind customers 
from across Ontario when you place holds on eBooks and eAudiobooks. Visit ajaxlibrary.ca 
and click on the “eBooks” link under the “eResources” tab.

Ajax welcoming more and 
more visitors
Below is a look at some of the 

exciting tourism activity that is 
attracting visitors to Ajax.

Sport Tourism
With an abundance of open spaces, 
breathtaking scenery and extensive 
trail networks, more and more 
people are visiting Ajax to be active. 

The annual Run Ajax marathon along 
the Ajax waterfront continues to 
draw visitors from outside the Region 
in significant numbers. And, as one 
of the first designated Bicycle Friendly Communities in Ontario, more people are 
visiting Ajax on two wheels to experience the first class cycling infrastructure and 
amenities that are available to cyclists.

The PanAm games are set to showcase Ajax on the international stage in 2015. As 
the host of the baseball and softball events, it is projected that more than 170,000 
tourists from around the world will visit Ajax, making it the most significant tourism 
event in the history of the Town. This prestigious event is sure to create numerous 
baseball and softball event hosting 
opportunities in the years to come. 

Meetings and 
Conventions
Home to meeting and convention 
venues that can accommodate 
virtually any type of event, Ajax is 
quickly becoming recognized as 
the Convention capital of Durham 
Region. With the addition of the 
new Homewood Suites, Ajax boasts 
the only state-of-the-art convention 
centre in the Region, complimented 
by golf courses, municipal facilities 
and restaurants that have the 
capability of hosting meetings and 
conventions of all sizes. 

Arts, Culture and 
Entertainment in Pickering 
Village
Pickering Village is an emerging 
destination for arts and culture. The 
Town is working with the residents 
and businesses of Pickering Village 
to market this historic area to visitors. 
The district is home to acclaimed 
restaurants, spas and the St. Francis 
Centre. Most recent developments 
include the completion of the 
Pickering Village virtual tour and 
informational brochure, both of 
which will be used to market this 
unique Ajax landmark.

Stay up to date with tourism 
developments by visiting  
www.visitajax.ca.

Joanne Dies, Councillor, Ward 3 • 905-626-1916 • joanne.dies@ajax.ca
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St. Bernadette Catholic School c. 1951
Southeast corner of Harwood Avenue and Bayly Street.

St. Bernadette Catholic School c. 2009

Stay Connected – www.ajax.ca
Like us on Facebook - facebook.com/myajax

Watch us on YouTube - youtube.com/thetownofajax

Follow us on Twitter - twitter.com/townofajax

Email us - contactus@ajax.ca

On street parking
Parking is prohibited on all Town of Ajax streets between the hours of 3 a.m. 
and 6 a.m., seven days a week. This bylaw is proactively enforced from 
November 1 to March 31. On-street parking during a snow event is not 
permitted at any time of the day or night. If you park on the street during a 
snow event, your vehicle may be towed. On-street parking during a snow 
event severely slows down route clearing, and in some cases, impedes 
providing any service at all.

Snow removal
The Town of Ajax is committed to providing a high level of snow 
removal service throughout the winter season. Using a combination 
of Town staff and contractors, plowing and salting is performed on a 
priority basis from major roads and sidewalks to local streets. 

Sidewalks
Residents are responsible for removing ice and snow from sidewalks 
fronting or beside their homes within a 24 hour period after a snowfall. 
By keeping the sidewalks clear, it helps to ensure that all pedestrians, 
especially those using walkers, scooters and strollers, will be safe. 

Residents should place excess snow from their driveways and sidewalks 
onto their front yard.

Windrows
Residents are 
responsible for 
shoveling the snow 
left by the plow 
at the end of their 
driveway onto their 
front yards. 

Super 
mailboxes
The Town does 
not perform snow 
removal operations 
around super 
mailboxes. Please 
contact Canada 
Post at www.
canadapost.ca 
or by phone at 
1-800-267-1177 for 
snow removal in this 
area.

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31, 2013  
6 to 9 p.m. 
Ajax Community Centre,  
75 Centennial Rd.

Chinese New Year 
January 26, 2014 
Ajax Community Centre,  
HMS Banquet Hall,  
75 Centennial Rd.

Ajax Winterfest
February 2, 2014  
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
McLean Community Centre, 
95 Magill Dr.

Family Day 
February 17, 2014

Enjoy fun Family Day activities 
at the Ajax Community 
Centre (75 Centennial Rd.) 
and Audley Recreation 
Centre (1955 Audley Rd. N.). 
Participate in public swims, 
lane swims, public skating, 
shinny hockey, AquaFit, 
Youth Space programming 
and more! 

Please note, McLean 
Community Centre and 
Village Arena are closed on 
Family Day. 

Black History Month 
February 22, 2014  
J. Clarke Richardson 
Collegiate Theatre,  
1355 Harwood Ave. N.

Winter COOOL eventsTop 5 Winter Customer 
Service Tips

St. Francis Centre 
for Community, 
Arts & Culture 
78 Church St. S. 

Silver Screen 
Sundays  – “A 
Day at the 
Races” starring 
Groucho Marx
January 19, 2014, 3 p.m.
Tickets are $5 

“Africville 
Stories” with Joe 
Sealy, Jackie 
Richardson and 
Paul Novotny
February 1, 2014, 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35 

Cadence Vocal 
Band
February 15, 2014, 7 p.m.
Tickets are $35 

Silver Screen 
Sundays  
– “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” 
starring Marlon 
Brando 
February 16, 2014, 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $5

www.stfranciscentre.ca

Pat Brown, Councillor, Ward 4 • 905-626-2301 • pat.brown@ajax.ca

Then and Now  St. Bernadette School
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