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The new
Downtown Ajax
project updates
Vision at Pat Bayly Square

Construction activity at the new
Vision development at the southwest
corner of Harwood Ave. and
Bayly St. is underway. Excavation
and shoring has started and will
take approximately six months to
complete. The first building
is scheduled to be
complete in 30
months.

D U C I N G

wood Place
An urban inspired development at the centre of Downtown Ajax

O
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• Project Timelines
• Renderings and building details
• Condo Sales Information
• Commercial/Office Space leasing

Redevelopment of Steam
Plant underway

The transformation of the wartime era
steam plant to a district energy facility
is underway. Demolition and site work
has commenced and construction
is scheduled to start in August. The
plant is scheduled to be operational
in spring 2015.
For more information on these
developments and other new
Downtown Ajax projects visit,
www.thenewdowntownajax.com.

The Town looks forward to working with the community and our partners to make this
development a reality. Along with Medallion’s Vision at Pat Bayly Square, the proposed
Grand Harwood Place development is another important step in achieving the Town’s
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$2.8 million is expected to be collected annually.
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• Downtown Ajax Vision
• Downtown Ajax Projects
(including Grand Harwood Place
and Vision at Pat Bayly Square)
• Project Timelines
• Renderings and building details
• Condo Sales Information
• Commercial/Office Space leasing

The Town looks forward to working with the community and
our partners to make this development a reality. Along with
Medallion’s Vision at Pat Bayly Square, the proposed Grand
Harwood Place development is another important step in
achieving the Town’s vision of a true downtown for Ajax.

ajax.ca

Council continues
to question negative
impacts of York/
Durham Sewage Plant
on waterfront

A

jax Council has retained Gowlings, a
highly respected environmental law
firm, to investigate the Town’s options
as the Duffin Creek Water Pollution Control
Plant (WPCP) Outfall Environmental Assessment
(EA) nears completion. It is expected that the
Regions of York and Durham will file their EA in
late 2013.

HOT TOPIC
– Residential
Boulevards

R

esidential boulevards are owned by
the Town and meant to provide an
area for utilities, trees and absorption
of water runoff. It is important that
homeowners’ keep these areas clear and
only landscaped with sod.
The following work is not permitted within
boulevards unless otherwise approved by
the Town.

NOT PERMITTED

• Paving or installation of interlocking
brick
• Replacing grass with artificial turf
• Driveway widenings
• Placement of decorative features or
river rocks
• Placement of tree rings with raised soil
around Town trees

NOT PERMITTED

• Planting of inappropriate vegetation
Since the commencement of the EA, the Town
has been calling on the Regions to conduct
further study on the effect of effluent (treated
sewage) on algae growth and Lake Ontario
water quality. Unfortunately, the EA has not
determined to what degree the effluent is
contributing and the Regions have stated that
further testing will not provide answers.
Gowlings has been hired to consult with experts
in numerous areas, including Lake water
modeling, wastewater treatment technology,
fish biology and water quality. In addition,
Gowlings will prepare for the possible filing of
a Part II Order Request for a comprehensive
Individual EA, and investigate and identify
potential legal action.
Council is taking this step to conduct a
comprehensive review of alternative solutions
for the WPCP’s outfall in order to address the
Town’s concerns with the amount of phosphorus
released from the WPCP into Lake Ontario and
its impacts on the Ajax waterfront.
For more information, visit www.ajax.ca/wpcp.

QUICK FACTS

• The bed of Lake Ontario and the Ajax
shoreline are adversely affected by
excessive algae growth and strong odour.
• Some research shows that 97% of the
phosphorus in the vicinity of the Ajax
Waterfront is discharged from the Duffin
Creek WPCP’s existing outfall – phosphorus is
a nutrient carried in treated sewage.
• Every day, 340 million litres of treated
sewage is released into Lake Ontario – just 1
km from the Ajax/Pickering shoreline – from
the Duffin Creek WPCP for dilution.
• The Duffin Creek WPCP is the second largest
sewage plant in Ontario, with 80% of the
sewage coming from growing communities,
businesses, and industries in York Region.
• The Regions want to make a low-cost,
minor adjustment to the existing outfall
pipe to allow the release of 50% more
treated sewage to accommodate 400,000
additional York residents – or 150,000
housing units – by 2031.

TO TAKE ACTION

• Attend the Save our Waterfront Rally at
Rotary Park on August 17, 2013. Rally is
being organized by PACT POW (Pickering
Ajax Citizens Together to Protect our
Water). For more information, visit www.
saveourwaterfrontnow.com.
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• Construction activity and storage of
equipment
• Relocation or removal of trees
For additional information on how to
obtain approvals and/or permits for the
above work, visit www.ajax.ca, email
engineeringservices@ajax.ca, or
call 905-619-2529, ext. 3232.

NOT PERMITTED

How you can help
improve the water
quality in Lake Ontario

A

jax is situated along Lake Ontario which is a part of the largest source of fresh water
in the world. In order to keep this unique jewel healthy and clean everyone needs to
improve their everyday habits to make a difference.

Help protect and enhance our most important resource: Lake Ontario.
Reuse your stormwater by catching the rain that falls on your property. Store the water in a
rain barrel or in a rain harvesting system.
Return rain water to the ground to recharge underground aquifers. Plant trees and deep
rooted plants in areas designed to soak up the water such as rain gardens.
Reduce water consumption by using water efficient devices in your home. Reduce hard
surfaces like walkways and driveways on your property by replacing with porous pavement
or interlocking pavers.
Stop using harmful chemicals inside and outside the house. Use natural and environmentally
friendly products and safely dispose of harmful household hazardous products.
Speak out and be aware of the need to change our own habits and encourage neighbours
to do the same.

Upcoming sustainability events
Getting your garden &
lawn ready for winter
Great Canadian
Shoreline Cleanup
Hike through Greenwood
Conservation Area

September 12, 2013
September 28, 2013
October 26, 2013

Mayor Steve Parish • 905-924-4220 • steve.parish@ajax.ca

Town’s 1st Virtual Town Hall meeting a success

On April 11, 2013, Mayor Steve Parish hosted the Town’s first Virtual Town Hall
meeting. Thousands of residents participated in the call from the comfort of
their home or through mobile devices. The Mayor provided an update on the
Town’s strategic activities and accomplishments, answered questions, and
gained valuable feedback on key initiatives currently underway. A recording of
the meeting is available on the Town’s Community Action Plan website at www.
letstalkajax.com.

Residents invited to comment on NEW Council Code
of Conduct

The Town is seeking residents’ feedback on a proposed new Code of Conduct
for Council. Expanding on the existing Code of Conduct, the new draft Code
demonstrates Council’s commitment to achieving high standards of transparent,
accountable and ethical conduct in public service. Residents are encouraged
to review the proposed draft Code and share their comments through an online
questionnaire at www.ajax.ca. An updated report is expected to be presented at
a public meeting on September 16, 2013 at Ajax Town Hall. For more information,
contact Nicole Wellsbury, Deputy Clerk, at nicole.wellsbury@ajax.ca.

The world is coming to Ajax in the summer of 2015

The Town is excited to play host to
both men’s and women’s softball
and baseball during the TORONTO
2015 Pan Am Games. Ajax will
be centre stage from July 10-26,
2015, welcoming many of the
best players and teams in the world from the 41 participating countries, as well
as attracting up to 175,000 spectators. Work is set to begin shortly on transforming
the Sportsplex at Audley Road and Taunton Road into a world class Ajax Pan
Am Ballpark. For more information, visit ajax.ca/panam. Stay tuned for volunteer
opportunities.

Strong Neighbourhood Strategy approved

The Strong Neighbourhood Strategy, approved by Council in June 2013, provides
tools and resources to help build greater connection between neighbours.
More than 450 residents provided their input on how they would like to see
their neighbourhood grow and become more connected. To help support
neighbourhood development, the Town has created 23 neighbourhood
catchments and a number of initiatives. Residents interested in getting to know
their neighbours, host a neighbourhood event or conduct a neighbourly “good
deed” can do so with the help of the Town. For more information, visit
ajax.ca/connectingneighbours.

Seconds Count – Working
smoke alarms are
lifesaving devices

Town of Ajax

Em e r a ld A s h Bo r e r
FAQ s

What is the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)?
The EAB beetle is a non-native invasive insect, that attacks
and kills most varieties of ash trees (white and green ash).
Adult EAB beetles lay their eggs on ash trees in the summer.
When the eggs hatch into larvae, they tunnel under the
tree’s bark to feed. The tunnels prevent the flow of water
and nutrients, causing the tree to die.

All photos courtesy
of the Ministry of
Natural Resources.

Where did EAB come from?

The EAB beetle originated in Asia, and is believed to have come to North America
in the early 1990’s, via the transportation of ash wood materials. It was first
detected in Canada in 2002 in Windsor, Ontario. It has since killed and infested
over 70 million ash trees.

How does EAB spread?

EAB spreads through the transport of infested ash wood materials. To prevent the
spread of EAB, don’t move firewood, and buy wood locally.

Where has EAB been found in Ajax?

EAB has been confirmed in the northwest quadrant of the town. However,
EAB beetles can fly long distances up to 5 km, and is suspected to be present
throughout the town.

What is TreeAzin™?

TreeAzin™ is a systemic insecticide injected into the tree’s bark, directly into the
conductive tissues, and moves upward with the flow of water and nutrients. It
kills EAB larvae feeding on the tree’s tissues by regulating growth and disrupting
normal molting. It does not pose any health risk to people, pets or wildlife and
degrades naturally. To be effective, it is re-injected into the tree every two years.

How will EAB impact the Urban Forest in Ajax?

Ash trees make up approximately 7% of the town’s urban forest, on both private
and public property. The Urban Forest has an inherent value and provides us with
numerous benefits – helping clean the air we breathe, shading us from harmful UV
rays, beautifying our town and many others. Untreated ash trees are expected to
be impacted or killed by EAB over the next 10 years.

What is the Town of Ajax doing about EAB?

The Town is currently implementing its EAB Management Strategy, which aims
to reduce the significant aesthetic, environmental and financial impacts of the
EAB. This is being done through a combination of monitoring, treatment, ash tree
removal and replacement, and public education. Private property owners are
responsible for trees on their property.

Possible Signs of EAB Infestation

There are a number of possible signs that could indicate a potential EAB infestation.

Where should I install smoke alarms?

The Ontario Fire Code requires that smoke alarms be installed
on every storey (including the basement) and outside all
sleeping areas. Smoke alarms should be installed on the
ceiling. Avoid placing smoke alarms near bathrooms, heating appliances,
windows or close to ceiling fans to prevent false alarms.

Do smoke alarms wear out?

Figure 1

Figure 3

Figure 2

Figure 4

Smoke alarms do wear out and become less effective over time. Smoke alarms
should be replaced after ten years to ensure continued protection from fire
and to benefit from the latest technology available. Some smoke alarm models
feature an “end of life” signal. Usually this is a “chirping” sound that occurs
twice every 30 seconds. This occurs 10 years after initial power up of the smoke
alarm and is meant to indicate that the smoke alarm needs to be replaced.

Dead branches or discolored foliage which can be observed during late summer.
Feeding by the larvae kills branches and eventually the trees (approx. 1-4 years).
See Figure 1. Close examination of the bark may reveal D-shaped holes. When
new adults emerge from the tree they create this hole to leave the tree. These
holes are approximately 3.4 to 4 mm wide. See Figure 2. If the bark is peeled back
S-shaped tunnels may be visible. This is from the larva feeding between the bark
and sap wood. See Figure 3 and 4.

What are hardwired, interconnected smoke
alarms? Do I require them?

How do EABs impact Ash Trees?

Hardwired, interconnected smoke alarms are devices that have been
permanently wired into the buildings’ electrical system and each other.
Depending on the age of the home, hardwired, interconnected smoke alarms
may be required on all levels.

Can I use a battery operated smoke alarm to
replace a hardwired smoke alarm?

No. Existing permanently wired individual smoke alarms or electrically
interconnected smoke alarm installations must be maintained to provide the
same level of protection as originally required.

What kind of maintenance should I do on my
smoke alarms?

• Test smoke alarms monthly using the test button.
• If your smoke alarms are electrically interconnected, test them to ensure
that when the smoke alarm being tested sounds, all other smoke alarms on
all levels also sound.
• Replace batteries in smoke alarms every time the clocks change.
• Clean your smoke alarms every six months using the brush attachment on
your vacuum cleaner.
Also, develop a home escape plan for all members of your household.
For more information, visit ajax.ca or call 905-683-3050, ext. 2.

Shaun Collier, Regional Councillor, Wards 1 & 2 • 905-409-6891 • shaun.collier@ajax.ca

EAB kills ash trees by eating their nutrients. As larvae, they are located between
the bark and sap wood and eat the trees nutrients. As adults, EABs eat ash tree
leaves. Both of these actions, including the fact that EABs do not have any natural
predators lead to infestation and eventual death of the tree (approx. 1 to 4 years).

What should I do if an ash tree on my property is
infested?

Property owners who suspect an EAB infestation are encouraged to contact a
professional arborist, certified with the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) or
the American Society of Consulting Arborists.

Contact Information

If you have any questions about EAB feel free to contact any of these
organizations for more information:
Town of Ajax Operations &
Environmental Services
905.683.2951
The Canadian Food Inspection
Agency
1.800.442.2342

Canadian Forest Service
cfs.nrcan.gc.ca
Durham Region
1.800.372.1102

ajax.ca/eab

ajax.ca
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Download a copy of the Town’s Tree Care Kit at ajax.ca, a resource to help you care for the trees on your property!

News in Brief

Does not maintain
representation-by population
(last done in 1997).
Compared to both Peel and
York Regional Councils,
Durham Regional Council is
too large and costs far too
much.

“

78% of growth in Whitby,
Ajax and Clarington
alone; 17% in Oshawa and
Pickering; 5% in Brock,
Uxbridge and Scugog.
Oshawa and Pickering
have 12 Regional
Councillors and a
combined 2011 population
of 238,328. Whitby, Ajax
and Clarington have a
combined population of
316,162 and 10 members.
Whitby, Ajax and
Clarington now comprise
52% of the Region
population, but have the
same 36% of the Council
membership assigned in
1996.

Whitby’s population is now
82% of Oshawa’s – but
it has only 4 members
compared to Oshawa’s 8.
Ajax has 21,000 more
residents (25% >
population) than Pickering
– yet Pickering has 4
members and Ajax 3.
Brock, Uxbridge and
Scugog, combined
population 53,533, 6
members – the same as
Ajax and Clarington with
a combined population of
194,148.

The annual salary and expenses for a single
member of Regional Council is about $60,000.
Reducing the Council size from 28 to 17 members
would yield a savings to Region taxpayers of at
least $660,000.00 annually.
In York Region, Vaughan has 4 Regional
Councillors for a population of 300,000.
In Durham Region, Oshawa has 8 Regional
Councillors for a population of 150,000.

Time for Province
to Step in
• The “triple majority” threshold in the
Municipal Act requires any change
to representation to be approved by
a majority of Regional Council, and a
majority of the eight lower-tier municipal
councils that also comprise a majority
of the total number of electors in the
Region. This allows municipalities with
over-representation to obstruct fair
representation.
• The Provincial Government can impose
a fair representation solution that would
ensure voter equality in Durham Region
now.
• The Provincial Government should
require reviews every three Council
terms to maintain voter equality and fair
representation.

www.ajax.ca/fairrepresentation
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Colleen Jordan, Regional Councillor, Wards 3 & 4 • 905-626-3639 • colleen.jordan@ajax.ca

Town honours
the stars of our
community
– Volunteers

O

n April 25, Ajax Council recognized
and honoured the achievements
and contributions of community
volunteers (individuals, groups, businesses)
at the annual Volunteer Recognition
Awards ceremony. Twenty volunteer
awards, including the Town’s prestigious
Ajax Civic Awards, were presented to the
following:

Civic Awards

• Tanesha Thirukkumar (Youth)

Ajax youth come together to create
mural for school in Kenya

O

n May 7, 2013 more than 100 young people
came together to raise the image of
youth by focusing on their potential, not
stereotypes, during the Town’s annual Encourage
Me Ajax event.

• Brenda Walters (Adult)

Accessibility

• Casey Malvern

Twenty Encourage Me Ajax Ambassadors, selected
from across Ajax, were recognized. Guest emcee
Jessica Tyler, star of the hit TV series Degrassi,
shared personal experiences volunteering in Ajax,
her hometown, and internationally with Free the
Children.

Senior Support

The event concluded with a ‘For Youth, By Youth
Mural Challenge’ for a school in Kenya. The
inspirational mural of the Ajax waterfront was designed by Ajax resident Marie Blanchard Thomas
and took approximately three hours to paint. Free the Children will deliver the mural to Africa.

Environment

Watch a time-lapsed video of the mural challenge and learn more about the diverse interests,
passions and potential of our 2013 Ambassadors at encouragemeajax.com.

Where will your
books take you this
summer?

D

on’t take a vacation from reading
this summer! Instead, let your books
take you on adventures to places all
around the world.

The Library has summer reading clubs for all
ages.

Kids

Imagine travelling to distant lands, outer space
or even exploring your own backyard. Visit the
library to pick up your TD Summer Reading Club
kit. It’s not too late to join. Special programming
runs all summer. By joining the club, you are also
eligible to turn your Library card into a Durham
Region Transit bus pass for the whole summer!

Teens

Come to our Teen Tech Bash in August. Join the
fun in our Video Game Tourney, enjoy free pizza
and then watch Captain Kirk and his crew battle
evil in Star Trek Into Darkness. And for aspiring
writers, submit your original works in our Teens
Write! Fiction & Poetry contest. Submissions must
be based on the travel theme, GO!, and winners
will be published in Surfacing Magazine!

• Probus Club of Durham West

Arts & Culture
• Young Singers

Heritage

• Heritage House Catering
• Ontario Power Generation

Diversity & Community
Engagement
• Patrice Fleming
• Mohamed Karatella
• PFLAG Durham

Health & Social Service
• Robert Zalay
• HOPE Incorporated

Education

• Raveena Rajasingham

Community Event

• Black History Month Celebration
Committee

Recreation

• Dr. Jeremy Barchman
• Ajax Wanderers Rugby Club

Good Deed

• Tom Batchellor
• Walter Donaldson
• Norm Terry

Ajax Senior of the Year Award
• Don Hightower

Adults

Do you dream of visiting Paris, Rome, Cairo
or other faraway lands? This summer we’re
launching our adult reading club, Read Around
The World, where you can plot the destinations
your books have taken you on an interactive
map. You’ll be able to see where other reading
club members have visited and read their
reviews.
So come on, join the club!
For more information on our Summer Reading
Clubs, visit www.ajaxlibrary.ca.

Marilyn Crawford, Councillor, Ward 1 • 905-550-1133 • marilyn.crawford@ajax.ca

ajax.ca
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ARC – Town’s newest
recreation centre
now open

I

n June, the Town of Ajax celebrated the
grand opening of its newest community
centre – the Audley Recreation Centre, or as
we like to call it – ARC.
Located at 1955 Audley Rd. N., the impressive
and contemporary building boasts 55,000
square feet of indoor community space,
featuring a 25 metre, six lane lap pool, leisure
pool, full-size gymnasium, fitness and dance
studio, youth space, community and preschool
rooms, a centralized Customer Service area
and a comfortable lobby.

Highlights of the ARC outdoor amenities
include an inclusive playground, a lit concrete
skate park, splash pad, walking trails, multiuse courts, and special event space. More
outdoor features will be opening throughout
the summer, and a special ARC park grand
opening party is planned for September.
Registration for ARC summer programs is now
open, including summer camps, group fitness,
and swimming lessons. New programming
for all ages will be starting in the fall. Look for
the Fall Community Recreation & Parks Guide
in the August 14 edition of the Ajax News
Advertiser for complete programming and
registration information.

QUICK FACTS

• Combined with the adjacent Ajax
Sportsplex, the facility is surrounded by
approximately 99 acres of active and
passive parkland.
• The LEED initiatives incorporated within
the design of the building and park
include storm water management,
water conservation, energy reduction,
waste management and use of recycled
content, enhanced indoor air quality and
an interactive education kiosk.

LEARN MORE

For programming and registration information,
visit www.buildingthearcinajax.ca.

Ajax’s cycling network continues to grow

T

he Town boasts an extensive 120 km network of trails and on-road cycling facilities,
including signage, bike lanes, and shared use lanes. Throughout 2013, additional
infrastructure will be installed along Ravenscroft Road, Sherwood Road and Emperor
Street.

Bike Lanes

Bike lanes are 1.5m wide on-road lanes dedicated to cyclists, and cannot be used by
cars, motorcycles or pedestrians. Parking is generally prohibited in bike lanes, however
motorists can cross a bike lane when moving into a turn lane or entering a driveway.

Shared Use Lanes (marked by Sharrows)

Sharrows (bicycle and chevron) painted on Town streets serve to reinforce that cyclists
and motorists have equal rights to use the roads. Throughout the summer the Town will
initiate an online and print Sharrow education program, including door hanger distribution.

Bike Route Signs

The Town has adopted a unique
bike route signage program. The
program incorporates bike route
signage into street name signs. The
blue signs contrast with the traditional
green street name signs to visibly and
predictably mark the bike route. The
yellow diamond share the road signs
are a reminder that all users have a
right to be on the road.

“Bike This Way” Pilot Project

The “Bike This Way” initiative is a
wayfinding pilot project designed to help cyclists navigate between Downtown Ajax and the
Ajax GO Station.
www.visitajax.ca
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To learn more about active transportation initiatives and events in Ajax and to download the
Bikeable Ajax booklet, visit www.ajax.ca/ata.

Renrick Ashby, Councillor, Ward 2 • 905-621-6062 • renrick.ashby@ajax.ca

Improving transit frequency
and integration in Ajax

R

esidents now have more transit options with increased Durham
Region Transit (DRT) and GO services in Ajax.

• The new DRT PULSE Bus Rapid Transit service is operating along
Hwy 2 corridor between downtown Oshawa and the University of
Toronto Scarborough Campus. With five stops in Ajax along Hwy 2, the
DRT PULSE fleet is easily distinguished by orange branding.
		
• With new GO and TTC connection through DRT PULSE, GO is
offering more express options. GO service at the Ajax GO Station
has increased to every 30-minutes during off-peak hours and on
weekends. The new 1,300 space
multi-level parking structure
at the Ajax GO Station is
scheduled to open late 2013.
For more information, visit
www.gotransit.com.
• Throughout the summer residents
will notice construction activity,
road widening and intersection
works along Hwy 2 for future
transit improvements. For
more information, visit
www.durhamregiontransit.com.

Road Construction Projects:

Metrolinx investment strategy

Ajax Council unanimously passed a resolution in June
regarding Metrolinx’s Investment Strategy. Council took
the proactive step of endorsing in principle the strategy
and made new recommendations to show leadership and
support in ending transportation gridlock for residents and
businesses.

Trail Construction Projects:

Location

Project Description

Completion Date

Location

Project Description

Completion
Date

Audley Road –
Kingston Road to
Rossland Road

Placement of top asphalt.

Completed

Audley Trail

New asphalt trail Bayly Street to
north leg of Moynahan Crescent.

Summer 2013

Audley Road at
Williamson Drive

Intersection improvements and new Completed
traffic signals.

Beechridge Trail

New asphalt trail from Rossland
Road to new Tranquility
neighbourhood.

Fall 2013

Bayly Street from
Shoal Point Road
(Ajax) to Halls Road
(Whitby)

Region of Durham is widening from
2 to 5 lanes.

Carruthers Trail

New asphalt trail from Kingston
Road to Kerrison Drive.

Summer 2013

Rossland Road Trail
rehabilitation

Fall 2013

Bayly Street –
MacKenzie Avenue
to Kitney Drive

Region of Durham will be
resurfacing road.

Completed

Resurfacing of the Rossland road
trail from Mullen Park to Pearce
and from Salem Road to Harwood
Avenue.

Salem Road Trail

Fall 2013

Greenwood Road
– 5th Concession
to Greenwood
Conservation Area

Full road reconstruction.

September 2013

New asphalt trail from Bayly Street
to Achilles Road.

Salem Road Trail

New asphalt trail from Taunton
Road to Buggey Lane.

Fall 2013

Waterfront Trail
Full watermain and road
reconstruction with sharrow
pavement markings and cycling
route signage.

Spring 2014

New asphalt trail along former
Emerson property (near Shoal Point
Road).

Completed

Lincoln Avenue

Waterfront Trail

Fall 2013

Kerrison Drive –
Harwood Avenue to
Salem Road

Placement of top asphalt.

Completed

Asphalt trail reconstruction from
Lion’s Point to Rotary Park.

Waterfront Trail –
Carruthers Bridge

Fall 2013

Kingston Road – East
of Harwood Avenue
to Salem Road

Region of Durham is widening to 6
lanes for bus priority lanes.

Spring 2014

New asphalt trail and pedestrian
bridge along Shoal Point Road over
the Carruthers Creek.

Ravenscroft Road
– Rossland Road to
Williamson Drive

Removal of asphalt on south
section. Repaving of entire length.
Includes implementation of bike
lanes and all-way stops at Telford
Street and Williamson Drive.

Completed

Barrett Crescent
Clover Ridge Drive
Fisher Crescent
Flowers Crescent
Harbord Crescent
Hendley Drive
Windebanks Drive

Road resurfacing projects.

Completed

Kings Crescent –
Harwood Avenue to
Harwood Avenue

Placement of top asphalt.

Bolland Crescent
Sherwood Road
East
Sherwood Road
West
Ravenscroft Road
– Rossland Road to
Westney Road
Emperor Street –
Burcher Road to
Harwood Avenue

Late 2013 or
Spring 2014

Park Construction:
Location

Project Description

Completion
Date

Atherton Avenue
Parkette

Parkette with junior playground,
trails and landscaping.

Fall 2013

Audley Recreation
Centre

Outdoor play areas including
inclusive playground, skate park,
splash pads, multi-use courts, trails
and landscaping.

August 2013

Hermitage Park
Basketball Court
Reconstruction

Reconstruction of the existing
basketball courts at Hermitage
Park.

Fall 2013

Junior soccer field, basketball
court, playgrounds, swings, trails
and landscaping.

Fall 2013

Completed

Medallions
Castlefields
Neighbourhood Park
Michaelman Parkette

Parkette with junior playground,
trails and landscaping.

Completed

Completed

Miles Park
Rehabilitation

Installation of a new playground
and park furniture.

Fall 2013

Placement of top asphalt.
Sharrow pavement markings and
cycling route signage.

Fall 2013

Mullen Park
Rehabilitation

Installation of a new playground
and park furniture as well as
rehabilitation of the existing tennis
courts.

Fall 2013

Porte Road Parkette

Parkette with junior playground,
trails and landscaping.

Fall 2013

Waterfront Park
Furniture Installation

Installation of park furniture at
various locations across the
waterfront.

Fall 2013

Joanne Dies, Councillor, Ward 3 • 905-626-1916 • joanne.dies@ajax.ca
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Then and Now
Construction of 401

Construction Harwood Bridge Over 401 Early 1940s

Sizzlin’
Summer
fun in Ajax

C

onstruction of the King’s Highway 401, also known by its official name of the MacdonaldCartier Freeway, began in 1935 as a dual-highway project along Highway 2. A new
bridge built over Highland Creek ravine in Scarborough in 1936 set the highway on a new
alignment, which would continue through to Oshawa, bypassing the congested Highway 2. As
grading and bridge construction neared completion of the section between West Hill and Oshawa
in September 1939, World War II broke out and tax revenues were re-allocated from highway
construction to the war effort. When the Defence Industries Limited started operation in June 1941,
the highway was an unfinished four lane road through Ajax. A fully traversable route between
Windsor and the Quebec border would not be completed until 1964.

Construction 401 Harwood Interchange 1961

Celebrate Ajax
Waterfront Festival

7 to 8:30 p.m.

Kids in the Square

7 to 8 p.m.
Ajax Town Hall (65 Harwood Ave. S.)
August 7 – Dan the Music Man
August 21 – The Craig Douglas
Juggling Show

Movie in the Park

The movie begins at dusk
(approximately 9:15 p.m.).
Admission is free and movie goers
are encouraged to bring a chair,
blanket, bug spray, and a food
donation for the local food bank.
• August 15 - “The Avengers”
(PG) – Rotary Park (177 Lake
Driveway W.)
• Prizes for best super hero
costume.

• Beer & Wine Garden
• Live Entertainment
• Community Displays
• Artisan’s Marketplace
featuring original works of art,
handicrafts, and more

What’s on at the
St. Francis Centre

Run Ajax Waterfront Half
Marathon

Music in the Square

Ajax Town Hall (65 Harwood Ave. S.)
August 14 – Ragweed Jazz Band
August 28 – Saturday Night at the
Grand Ole Jamboree

Highway 401 looking west (2012)

78 Church Street South
905-619-2529, ext. 2787 (ARTS)
www.stfranciscentre.ca

August 10 – Noon to 5 p.m. –
Ajax Waterfront
Walk it! Ride it! See it all!
Carruthers Marsh Pavilion “Recreation Station”
• Waterfront Games & Activities
• Arts, Crafts & Face Painting
• Fitness & Sports
demonstrations
Paradise Park - “Retro Beach Party”
• Retro DJ playing music from
the 50’s & 60’s
• Sand Sculptures & Sand Play
• Beach Ball Volleyball &
Horseshoes
• Hoola Hoop & Twister contest
Veterans’ Point - “A Place to
Remember”
• Self Guided Tour of Ajax’s
History & Heritage
Lion’s Point - “Ajax Kite Festival”
• Kite Flying Demonstrations
• Kite Making for Children
Rotary Park - “Taste of Ajax &
Artisan’s Marketplace”
• Savour the flavours of local
restaurants

September 22 – 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Run Ajax Waterfront Half
Marathon starts at the Ajax
Community Centre and stretches
along Ajax’s picturesque
waterfront.
NEW! For 2013 – FREE 1K run for
kids. Walkers are welcome with
the addition of a 5K walk and
don’t forget to check out the
Health Zone, featuring displays
and demonstrations by health
and wellness practitioners.
Proceeds from the event go to
Canadian Tire Jumpstart, helping
kids in need to participate in
recreation and sport.

Silver Screen Sundays @ 3 p.m.
Tickets are only $5 (incl. HST) and
are available at the door.
• August 18 – Calamity Jane
starring Doris Day
• September 15 – Dial M for
Murder starring Grace Kelly
• October 20 – Hush, Hush
Sweet Charlotte starring Bette
Davis
• November 17 – Arsenic & Old
Lace starring Cary Grant
St. Francis Centre 2013/2014
Season Launch
September 28 – 7 to 9 p.m.
Join us for this special sneak
preview and showcase of
featured entertainers coming
to the St. Francis Centre for the
upcoming season. Refreshments
and cash bar available.
This is a FREE ticketed event.
Seating is limited – RSVP
registration will begin on-line and
by phone on September 3.

Stay Connected – www.ajax.ca
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Like us on Facebook - facebook.com/myajax

Follow us on Twitter - twitter.com/townofajax

Watch us on YouTube - youtube.com/thetownofajax

Email us - contactus@ajax.ca

Pat Brown, Councillor, Ward 4 • 905-626-2301 • pat.brown@ajax.ca

